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Sexual Exploitation of Adults by Clergy
Education on Sexual Exploitation of Adults by Clergy
The sexual exploitation of adults is a rampant problem in many professions, but
none more so than in churches. Clergy of all faiths have an extremely high
percentage of sexual exploitation of adults both men and women. Because this
crime is so antithetical to what is expected in a profession dealing with God and
religion, it is under-reported, under-studied, and under-believed when it is
reported. Because of the consent issue, there is confusion and guilt preventing
anything from being done in most cases. The victims blame themselves, and the
predators in the clergy exploit those feelings of guilt and recrimination. Nothing
will be accomplished until the light of truth is shone on this issue and it is
understood in all aspects. The following articles and essays have been complied
to begin that education. Proper attribution has been given to the sources and
the authors. As time goes on, this document will grow and expand.
While we protect our children and teens from the pedophiles who will prey on
them, let us also give our support to women and men groomed and then
exploited by clergy. Both are survivors of an evil that we all must fight.
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Pope Francis Issues New Definition of Vulnerable Adult
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/analysis-pope-francis-issues-newdefinition-of-vulnerable-adult-74015

Pope Francis leads the introductory prayer and delivers his greeting on the
opening day of the 15th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.
Credit: CNA
Vatican City, Mar 29, 2019 / 04:00 pm (CNA).- Pope Francis issued a new set of
canonical norms Friday strengthening existing laws on sexual abuse for the
Vatican City State and the Roman Curia.
The new norms introduce a mandatory reporting requirement for curial officials
and employees who become aware of – or even suspect – a case of sexual
abuse. But the most eye-catching change made by the pope was a redefinition
of who can be a victim of sexual abuse.
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Canon and Vatican City law obviously focus on the sexual abuse of minors. But
in that same legal category is the abuse of “vulnerable” adults. How “vulnerable”
adults are defined in law has been hotly contested in recent discussions of
scandal and reform in the Church.
The new laws define a vulnerable person very broadly, including anyone “in an
infirm state, of physical or mental deficiency, or deprivation of personal freedom,
that in fact, even occasionally, limits their capacity to intend or to want or in any
way to resist the offense.”
This represents a radical expansion of the definition currently being used by the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith as it handles cases from dioceses
around the world, in which a “vulnerable” is one who “habitually lacks the use of
reason.”
The new formulation is notable for a number of reasons.
The first, and most obvious, is that it includes a range of cases not previously
covered by the Church’s law. Coercive sexual relationships between, for
example, bishops and seminarians have featured much in the debate over
recent scandals, most notably following the revelations about former archbishop
Theodore McCarrick. The extent to which superiors can be said to be “abusing”
those under their authority, even if the relationship is between adults, has been a
flashpoint in proposals for reform.
During the November meeting of the USCCB last year, Cardinal O’Malley took to
the floor of the conference to insist that exactly this kind of broader definition be
adopted.
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“I wonder if now is not the time to change the definition of vulnerable adult which
we have been using in canon law,” the cardinal, who leads the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection of Minors, told the bishops.
“I think we need to extend [the definition of vulnerable] to adults who can be the
victims of abuse of power.”
O’Malley’s call was echoed by prominent advocates for abuse victims including
Marie Collins, herself a victim of clerical abuse and a former member of the
Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors.
In December 2018, Collins told CNA that “the definition of vulnerable adult
should be updated in canon law not just to include power differential but also
how people can be vulnerable due to factors other than lack of reason.”
This proposal has not previously met with total agreement. Chicago Cardinal
Blase Cupich noted in Baltimore that many problematic situations involving
clerical sexual misconduct were not analogous to child sexual abuse and, while
they needed to be dealt with, should be kept apart from the most serious kinds of
abuse.
“I would strongly urge that they be separate [in the way they are handled]
because it’s a different discipline,” Cupich told the U.S. bishops.
“In some of the cases with adults involving clerics it could be consensual sex,
anonymous [sex], but also involving adult pornography. There is a whole
different set of circumstances that need to come into play here as it is examined,
and a whole different skill set as well.”
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Collins made a similar observation to CNA, noting that “it would be totally wrong
in my view to treat incidents of priests indulging in sexual activity with other
adults where there is no abuse of power, alongside cases where there is
vulnerability involved.”
“One is a moral question involving breach of vows,” Collins said, “the other is an
abuse issue where harm has been caused to the other.”
The new working definition approved by the pope Friday appears very broadly
drawn, with vulnerability covering anyone who “even occasionally” has a limit on
their ability to “intend or to want or in any way to resist” the sexual contact.
When this expanded definition is placed within the context of clericalism, often
cited as a major contributing factor to clerical sexual abuse, many canonists
privately note it would be hard to conceive of a sexual relationship involving a
priest which couldn’t be argued to rise to the level of abusive.
For the moment, the new definition only applies to the Vatican City State and
Roman Curia. But ahead of last month’s global summit on sexual abuse
convened by the pope, Vatican spokesmen noted that the real work of effecting
reform would come not from the meeting itself, but during the follow-up to it.
With investigations currently open into allegations of sexual misconduct in a
number of seminaries in the United States, including in Boston, Philadelphia, and
Newark, a revised definition of “vulnerable” adult in those cases could open wide
a new front in the Church’s drive to eliminate sexual abuse.
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The priest, celibacy and sex
https://www.ncronline.org/news/accountability/signs-times/priesthood-celibacyand-sex

Jul 16, 2018
by Thomas Reese, Religion News Service

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick listens during a news conference in Washington in
this May 16, 2006, file photo. (AP/J. Scott Applewhite)
Recent news stories about financial settlements with adults who had sexual
encounters with a bishop show that the issue of sex abuse in the Catholic
Church is not limited to the abuse of minors. When Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
was suspended from the priesthood after being credibly accused of abusing an
altar boy, it was also revealed that financial settlements for his actions had been
made earlier with two adults.
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The church has adopted a zero tolerance for the sexual abuse of minors, but
how should it deal with other sexual activity by priests?
The requirement of celibacy for priests in the Catholic Church is a topic of debate
in the church today. Many, myself included, think that priestly celibacy should be
optional, as it is in other Christian churches. Pope Francis has signaled that he is
open to considering the ordination of married men but wants the request to come
from national bishops’ conferences.
But Francis is also very strong is stating that in the meantime, celibacy must be
observed. He would not throw out every priest who violated celibacy; individual
lapses can be forgiven. But a priest who is incapable of observing celibacy
should return to the lay state, Francis wrote before he became pope, especially if
there is a child who has a right to a father.
Not everyone agrees with Francis. Some are less forgiving and would expel from
the priesthood anyone who even once violates his promise of celibacy. Others
argue that celibacy has never been universally observed and bad laws should
not be enforced. In some cultures, bishops know that many of their priests do not
observe celibacy and simply ignore it as long as it does not become public or as
long as the parishioners don’t complain.
It is unknown how widespread are violations of celibacy. There are lots of
anecdotes, but little data. I personally believe that most priests, especially in the
United States, observe celibacy. But how are we to think about those who do
not?
There is universal agreement that those who have sex with minors should be
prosecuted as criminals and expelled from the priesthood.
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But what about violations with adults? Are there other sexual violations that
should be treated by the church with zero tolerance?
Rape or other criminal violations should, of course, receive zero tolerance.
These violations should be reported to the police and prosecuted under the law.
There is no place in the priesthood for such criminals.
But what about other cases of sex with adults? Many Americans don't think sex
between consenting adults is an issue. But they and the church need to learn
from feminists and the #MeToo movement. They have taught us about the
danger of sex between adults who are not in positions of equal power.
For the church, this would clearly be the case of a bishop or priest having sex
with a seminarian or a bishop having sex with a priest. The relationship here is
even greater than that between an employer and employee. A bishop is
supposed to be a father to his priests and seminarians. The church needs a
zero-tolerance policy toward such abuse. Any bishop having sex with a
seminarian or priest should lose his office, as should any priest having sex with a
seminarian.
There also are many lay people employed by the church. Surely, the church
should follow the highest standards in protecting lay employees from sexual
harassment from their supervisors, whether priests or lay. Here the church
should adopt best practices developed in the secular world.
There are also pastoral relationships that need to be examined since often the
people a priest deals with are very vulnerable. For centuries, the church has
recognized this problem with regard to confessors and penitents. As a result,
priests are excommunicated if they absolve their sexual partners.
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Secular professionals, such as psychologists, recognize these dangers as well.
Clients can be very vulnerable and dependent on their therapist. The feelings
and emotions that come up in counseling can be exploited. The church can learn
from other professions about best practices.
And what about sex with an ordinary parishioner?
The church needs a frank discussion of these issues with input from the laity.
Sex between a priest and adult can be more than simply a violation of celibacy. It
can also be a violation of professional ethics. With the advice of laity with
expertise in these areas, the church needs to adopt best practices and hold itself
to the highest standards. The church needs the help of laity not only in
developing standards but also in enforcing them. No profession, including the
clergy, is good at policing itself.
[Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese is a columnist for Religion News Service and author
of Inside the Vatican: The Politics and Organization of the Catholic Church.]
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Celibacy a Myth in the Catholic Church
https://www.qut.edu.au/news?id=142688

11th April 2019
Studies estimate up to 50 per cent of Catholic clergy are sexually active to
varying degrees
Clergy sexual misconduct against adults especially detrimental to survivors
because of spiritual dimension
Research on the Roman Catholic Church's response to people who report
clergy sexual misconduct
Up to 50 per cent of Catholic clergy are estimated to have given up on the
traditional vows of celibacy and chastity and are sexually active to varying
degrees, a QUT School of Justice researcher has found while investigating the
Catholic Church’s response to complaints of clergy sexual misconduct against
adults.
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Researcher Stephen de Weger said studies on clergy sexual misconduct against
adults (CSMAA) as far back as 1981 have noted that “celibacy is pretty much a
myth” and it has been so ever since mandatory celibacy was imposed in the 12th
century.
“One researcher, psychotherapist Richard Sipe, estimated from his 35 years of
work with priests that 20 per cent of priests are involved sexually with women
beyond mere ‘experimentation’ and 15 per cent with men,” Mr de Weger said.
“If we include ‘experimentation’ which Sipe estimated involved 8 per cent of
clergy, as well as occasional, opportunistic sexual activity, we get his oftenquoted estimate that ‘at any one time, only 50 per cent (48 to 52 per cent of
priests), bound by the law of celibacy, and publicly claiming the identity ‘celibate,’
are in fact practising sexual abstinence’.”

Mr de Weger’s masters thesis made these findings, and he is now conducting a
new study, interviewing survivors of CSMAA in the Catholic Church who have
reported it to the church in order to study the responses they have received.
“The aim of this new research is to bring CSMAA out of the shadows and ensure
it is recognised and dealt with appropriately by formal Church policies,” he said.
He said professional misconduct was different within the religious context.
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“It is an abuse of power – similar to a doctor having sex with a patient - but is
especially detrimental to survivors due to the spiritual dimension and becoming
trapped in a web of self-guilt and secrecy.
“My previous masters research with 23 female and 6 male CSMAA survivors
found they were generally pious, naïve Catholics seeking spiritual guidance,
mostly aged from 18 to mid-20s when the sexual involvement began.

“They came from devout families who put priests on a pedestal, believing they
attained ‘divine’ status when they were ordained.
“Consequently, pious Catholics often assume celibate clergy are somehow
‘sexless’, that they are men and women only from the waist up, beyond
temptations of the flesh.
“They certainly do not expect ‘celibate’ clergy to have a variety of definitions on
celibacy, some which happily include sexual activity.”
Mr de Weger said his previous study’s participants’ experiences indicated that
most victims of CSMAA had been groomed, and the relationship was gradually
sexualised.
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“They were treated as ‘special’ or told that ‘God meant for them to be together in
this way’. They too often end up blaming themselves for years because they had
done something sexual with a ‘divine’ person.
“It’s often not until they see a therapist and start to think how they got to the point
of sexual involvement that they realise they are not to blame.”
Mr de Weger said there was little research to date on the church’s response to
complaints of CSMAA.

“It is generally viewed as either not abusive, just an ‘affair’, and/or consensual,
and harm done is not recognised,” he said.
“The Catholic Church is one of the last institutions that does not take abuse of
adults seriously.
“Most of the survivors I interviewed in my first study said they had not been
acknowledged nor had they found any sense of understanding, justice,
compensation or even compassion when they reported the misconduct to the
church.
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“As part of my current PhD study, I will explore this aspect of CSMAA in more
depth.
“If more positive stories about Church responses exist, they are hidden or
unavailable. That is why the next phase of my research needs to hear the
experiences of people who have reported CSMAA to the Catholic Church.
“It is hoped the results of my study will contribute to recognition of CSMAA and
set the groundwork for policies for justice for survivors.”
Mr de Weger is seeking to interview a variety of people who have experienced
clergy sexual misconduct in the Roman Catholic Church when they were aged
18 years or older, at any time, and who reported their experiences to someone
official in the church.
Eligible participants include laity of any gender, and even seminarians, other
religious brothers/sisters, and priests. The term ‘clergy’ includes priests,
brothers, sisters/nuns, bishops, and cardinals. The study has been approved by
QUT’s Human Research Ethics Committee. He can be contacted at
stephen.deweger@qut.edu.au.
QUT Media contacts:
Niki Widdowson, 07 3138 2999 or n.widdowson@qut.edu.auAfter hours:
Rose Trapnell, 0407 585 901 or media@qut.edu.au.
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Sex Offenders Groom Churches Too
https://www.christianitytoday....
How predatory behavior goes undetected in congregations.
KIMI HARRIS| JUNE 8, 2018
A man who had long sexually abused children sat in front of his pastor, wanting
to confess his crimes. He began cautiously, mentioning that there had been
accusations against him. He got no further, as his minister broke in, “Well, that’s
the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard of,” the minister said quickly. “You’re the last
person I’d believe that of. End of conversation.”
This true account was shared in Anna C. Salter’s 1991 book, Predators,
Pedophiles, Rapists, And Other Sex Offenders. As a psychologist who has spent
over 20 years working with and studying victims and sexual offenders, Salter
says that “many offenders report that religious people are even easier to fool
than most people.”
Rachael Denhollander, the courageous attorney who invoked her faith in her
statement during the trial of her abuser Larry Nassar, warns, “It defies the gospel
of Christ when we do not call out abuse and enable abuse in our own church.”
Shortly before Nassar’s trial, she lost her church because of her advocacy for
other victims within evangelical churches. Her story is an example of a culture
found in some churches that disregards victims.
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A key outcome of the #MeToo movement is a growing sensitivity not only to
predatory behaviors but to a culture that ignores victims. In May, uproar over a
scence in the children’s movie “Show Dogs,” which included grooming
behaviors, caused the studio to remove two scenes after the release.
Evangelical churches can also grow in understanding what kind of culture sexual
abusers count on and work to create. Psychologists call it “grooming.” A
proposed definition of grooming states that abusers, “... strategically manipulate
the victim, their family, and the community to hide their deviant intentions and
avoid detection.” The predators that are statistically likely to be in the pews,
volunteering, and even behind the pulpit aren’t just grooming their victims, they
are grooming their community to view them as trustworthy and even as spiritual
leaders.
A study on how offenders groom found “... the community itself can also be
primed and controlled through the grooming process. Many offenders tend to
adopt a pattern of socially responsible and caring behaviour in public. They
endeavour to build a good reputation and to create a strong social perception of
themselves as being an upstanding member of the local church or community,
as a nice man.”
Terra Mattson, a therapist, clinical director of Living Wholehearted and adjunct
professor of counseling at George Fox University, has spent years counseling
victims, most from within the Christian world.
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Mattson told me that abusers in churches “have charismatic grooming
techniques that they have crafted over years. The ultimate goal for any offender
is to build trust quickly, creating a problematic situation for those in leadership if
a victim steps forward. These offenders will come across as very helpful,
talented, funny, likable, and even wise or godly.”
Mattson explained how abusers will exploit Christian principles of forgiveness
and grace for their own end and use any spiritual authority to override people
feeling uncomfortable or resisting their grooming. If they are caught in one
church, they simply move on. “Many offenders start over and over, finding
communities that forgive quickly, offer grace to any kind of story, and do little in
terms of investigating a person’s history. Often these churches will only resource
themselves with the Bible and remain uneducated about trauma and abuse
because ‘God will take care of it.’ This is not only irresponsible, but church
leaders that do this are exposing their communities to the potential for real
harm,” she said.
Steven R. Tracy, a professor of theology and ethics at Phoenix Seminary, shares
in his book, Mending the Soul: Understanding and Healing Abuse, how he asked
a judge and former government prosecutor to share with his seminary class. The
judge said she shuddered when Christians would show up in her court to be
“character witnesses” for sexual abusers, something she saw often.
After the lecture, one of Tracy’s students sheepishly admitted to him that he had
done that very thing in front of this judge. He had passionately defended their
church’s youth leader, fully believing him incapable of abuse, only to realize that
he had been deceived and was defending a rapist as well as a child abuser.
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Tracy warns, “Families, congregations, and secular leaders often find the
audacity and persuasiveness of abusers’ deceitfulness to be overwhelming.
Abusers can be masterful at manipulating words and actions to confuse,
confound, and put others on the defensive.”
“Many offenders will deliberately establish themselves as the kind of person who
wouldn’t do that kind of thing,” Salter tells us in her book. “Sex offenders are well
aware of our propensity for making assumptions about private behavior from
public presentation.” What better way to create a strong persona of respectability
than to be a church member in good standing? Or, better yet, a trusted Bible
study teacher, pastor, elder, or deacon?
We don’t have the data to know how many offenders are in our churches, but
what we do know is they are found in every type of position within churches. In a
study of sexual abuse originating in Protestant churches, out of 328 male
offenders, 34.9 percent had the title of pastor, 31.4 percent were youth ministers,
with associate and worship pastors, church volunteers, deacons, Bible study
leaders and church members making up the rest. We should not just worry about
the creepy guy in the back. Successful predators can be in positions of respect
in our churches.
Deception is the main vehicle sexual offenders use for getting away with their
crimes. Unfortunately, not only are they good at it, but most people have
unrealistic views of their own perceptive abilities. We think we usually know
when people are lying, but a widely cited study evaluating law-enforcement
personnel, psychiatrists, college students and working adults has shown that’s
not true. We think we would recognize when a predator is grooming a child, but
we aren’t very good at that either. We think we know when someone has good
character or has truly repented of their past. We can be wrong on all points.
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These dynamics were at play when Denhollander’s parents were ridiculed in
their church over concern of a young man’s grooming behavior toward her when
she was seven years old. Little did they know, she had already been abused by
him. She learned at a young age, “Stay silent because the church won’t believe
you.” Because many victims have similar experiences, Denhollander says,
“Church is one of the least safe places to acknowledge abuse because the way it
is counseled is, more often than not, damaging to the victim. ... It is with deep
regret that I say the church is one of the worst places to go for help.”
When sexual offenders don’t face consequences, and victims aren’t believed or
counseled well, it establishes a pattern in a church that perpetuates abuse.
Mattson cautions, “The more these patterns are reinforced in a community by
those in power, the more abuse occurs.” Salter addresses this dynamic in church
communities in her book as well. An especially sobering story involved a
musician who preyed on children in churches, who told her in chilling words,
“Child molesters are very professional at what they do, and they do a good job at
it.” This abuser was so effective, ministers thought he was sincere, and he had
some parents of victims on his side even after he went to prison. Salter reminds
us, “We are most certainly his targets as much as our children.”
Unfortunately, because sexual offenders can be in a position of influence in a
church, leaders and congregants may lean toward supporting them instead of
the victim. Mattson cautions, “Too many times the offenders are key givers,
powerful and influential people, or have won loyalty so when a survivor has
courage to come forward, it can feel like the cards are stacked against them.
This kind of leadership falls short of God’s heart for his church.”
When church leaders and congregations get it wrong, not only are abusers
enabled, but victims are further traumatized.
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Mattson acknowledges that a “lack of support and continual dismissing of a
survivor’s abuse can often be more devastating and lead to higher levels of
PTSD.” But she gives hope too. The good news is “trauma research has
discerned that survivors can heal and have little to no long-term effects if their
community surrounds them with care and comfort.”
In fact, Denhollander’s former church repented of their unloving response to her
concerns for abuse victims in the church.
While a wrong response both enables abuse and devastates victims, a right
response allows victims to heal completely. That is high motivation for church
communities to get this right.

CT’s sister-publication Church Law & Tax has created Reducing the Risk, a child
sexual abuse prevention and response training for churches and church
members. Born from expert guidance, this training can help those in the church
know the signs of grooming and potentially prevent abuse in the church
environment. Visit ReducingTheRisk.com for more.
Kimi Harris writes at kimiharris.com and is the wife of worship leader and music
teacher, Joel Harris. They live in beautiful Portland, Oregon, with their three girls
and a cat.
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Nun abuse survivor calls on Catholic woman to speak out

on historical offences

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/p...
By Linda Mottram on PM
Despite the growing list of prominent Catholic clergy convicted of or facing
proceedings for historical child sexual abuse, nuns are still waiting for any
serious accounting for the abuse they have suffered at the hands of priests over
decades. Pope Frances recently acknowledged that abuse of nuns - sometimes
amounting to 'sexual slavery' - is still a problem, and one US study found that 30
per cent of nuns had been sexually abused. Author and advocate Doris Wagner
went into a convent at the age of 19, and describes being humiliated into
submission, before repeated rapes by a priest. She's calling on Catholic women
to speak out because, as she puts it, the church only admits what it believes it
can no longer deny.
Duration: 12min 45secBroadcast: Wed 27 Mar 2019, 5:08pm
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LINDA MOTTRAM: The Catholic Church is under new pressure from within to
create an independent process to deal with accountability for the sex abuse
crisis - a process that includes women.A Latin American bishop says he's
concerned the powerful US arm of the church favours a plan led by bishops
when bishops themselves are at times guilty or complicit.
Bringing women into a new process may also open the way for accountability
over the little discussed plight of nuns abused by priests.In one US study, 30 per
cent of nuns said they had been sexually abused.Doris Wagner says she was
groomed and raped repeatedly by a priest when she was serving in Rome. She
had taken the veil as a naive 19-year-old.
She's now a theologian and writer and she's wants Catholic women to speak out
because, she says, the church only admits what it believes it can no longer deny.
DORIS WAGNER: The spiritual abuse for me, is the violation of spiritual selfdetermination.
That means that when I entered the convent from day one, my superiors would
tell me what the will of God for me was and I was told to whom to go to
confession, how often to confess and literally every minute of my day was
controlled by my superiors.
There was no free time. I even was not allowed to have friendships in the
community with other sisters or to have free contact with my family.
They would humiliate me, you know, for example, I had a mandatory talk with my
female superior once a week and this would be the occasion for her to humiliate
me really, you know.
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For example, she would ask me how I liked the work in the kitchen because, you
know, after finishing school and I was a brilliant student at school, I was working
only, you know, chopping vegetable, cleaning, doing these very simple duties for
five years and when I had a talk with my superior, she would always ask me how
I liked it.
And, of course, I was supposed to say that I really liked it, I was so grateful that I
was allowed to do this very simple tasks and that they it would help me to get
closer to God and whatever and as soon as I would try to show a little doubt and
give a little hint that I would appreciate to do something else, she would, you
know, kind of say how disappointed she was and that she really hoped that I
would make further progress and that she will pray for me that I would learn to
love those very simple tasks.
And that, to me, as spiritual abuse which exists and manipulation and sometimes
even very outspoken violence.
LINDA MOTTRAM: But it got worse than that. What happened after that?
DORIS WAGNER: Well, a big deal in that community was virginity which, of
course, was one of the vows we made being obedience, poverty and chastity
and given the fact that there were man and women living in that community,
priests and sisters, virginity was a big deal and we were always speaking about
it. It was a big deal of our spiritual life, of prayer life and in the very beginning in
the community when I joined, I was told that the sisters have to create a
responsibility that nothing happens, and I was maybe naive to a certain degree.
I was unable to even imagine what could happen at all. I knew I was decided to
live a life as a sister and not to have any kinds of relationship.
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At a certain point in that community, a priest, the superior of the house and room
where I was living at a time began to talk to me, to wait for me.
As soon as I was working on my own, he would be there speaking to me and
eventually, at some point, he would put his arm around me and then was when I
really got scared and I tried to speak to my female superior and tell her and to
my big surprise, she got angry with me and shouted at me and told me I had to
leave him alone and I was so confused at that moment and still I hoped that she
would do something about it but she didn't.
And in the end, that priest turned up in my room in the evening and the simply
started to undress me and at that moment I was frozen and it took me some
seconds to realise what he was going to do and when I understood that he was
going to rape me, I was just, I thought that I would never be able to tell anybody
and that was not the only time. He did it several times.
That just completely destroyed me.
LINDA MOTTRAM: And so, do you believe that spiritual abuse you spoke of
played a part in you being ready to be groomed in that way?
DORIS WAGNER: Yes, definitely. I think that, you know, if that spiritual abuse
had not happened, I would have had friends to whom I could have turned.
I would have known that it was complete bullshit to tell the sisters they have to
create a responsibility and I would have been free to think for myself and I
understand what was going to happen way before it actually happened.
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I would not have been a sitting duck as I was. I would not have been an easy
victim and probably he would not even have tried to do that to me.
LINDA MOTTRAM: And what happened to you abuser?
DORIS WAGNER: Well, nothing essentially because in the first place, I didn't
tell anybody.
I thought I have to remain silent in order to protect the community because I
believed in that community, I believed in that kind of life and I wouldn't want that
to be harmed and I thought, you know, if I speak out it would be harmful for the
community and it was only two years later in 2010 when in my home country, in
Germany, there were these headlines about sexual abuse in the church that I
understood that victims have to speak out actually to protect the church.
It's the other way ‘round, we do not have to be silent to protect the church. We
have to speak out to protect the church and it was then that I spoke to my
superior and it was just as before. She was shouting at me, she was furious at
me. She didn't understand, and nothing happened to my perpetrator.
And when I left the community, and together with other ex-members we reported
our cases to the Vatican, there was an internal investigation of the community
and somehow during that investigation he lost his position in the Vatican. He was
working at a secretary of the state at that time but that's all.
He's still a priest, he's still a member of that community and they are still young
woman living together with him in the same house.
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LINDA MOTTRAM: How many nuns suffer like these and what happens to
them?
DORIS WAGNER: Well, you know, when it happened to me I thought I was the
only one and I think probably many, many nuns will get sexually assaulted think
they are the only ones and that's why they don't speak out. But when I left the
community and I study theology, at that time, I decided to look into it and find out
if there were other cases and I was so shocked when I found out how many of
them there are.
First of all, I found reports, actually articles on the reports by Maura O'Donohue
who was a social worker and a nun and she report cases to the Vatican already
in 1994. She had collected cases from 23 countries, from the Philippines to
Brazil, Italy, Ireland and African countries and they included horrible cases like
sisters being treated basically like prostitutes by priests, sisters being infected
with HIV, sisters getting pregnant, having forced abortions, even sisters who died
during forced abortions.
That was the first thing I found out. I was so shocked especially because that
those reports had been leaked in 2001 and the New York Times was writing
about them back then and nobody seemed to care, you know, and it was public.
Everybody could know about it and nobody seemed to care.
And then I found another study which to me is even more significant because it
is scientific research. There was a study carried out in 1998 by psychiatrists in
the US and they questioned sisters from three different communities about their
experiences with sexual abuse and 30 per cent of those sisters said they had
experienced sexual abuse in the community, 30 per cent and that was in the '90s
in the US.
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That means in a very developed Western country so just imagine how those
numbers could be around the globe. I think there is little hope that in any other
country the numbers would be much better. They might even be worse.
LINDA MOTTRAM: Women like you have recently been meeting and organising
the #MeToo movement globally has been an inspiration for a lot of women to
organize but at his recent gathering of senior clergy in Rome on the sex abuse
crisis, the Pope for the first time acknowledged that priests sexually abuse nuns.
Is this a moment of change in your view?
DORIS WAGNER: I don't know. I have the impression that the church only ever
admits what it can no longer deny.
That the Pope said this is no doubt significant and helpful because it helps
victims to speak out and to realize that they are not the only ones and that even
the Pope acknowledges the problem exists.
That is a helpful but at the same time there seems to be no policy on this from
the side of the Vatican. The Pope did not present any kind of plan or strategy.
He just acknowledged the problem exists and he said that we need to do
something about it but did not say about exactly he's going to do about it.
So, I have little hope that the church actually does something about it but what I
hope is that victims, survivors dare to come forward, speak out, connect among
themselves, speak among themselves, get organised and put pressure on the
church to finally act.
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LINDA MOTTRAM: And this week one of the most powerful men in the Pope's
inner circle, the former Vatican finance minister effectively, George Pell, was
jailed here in Australia for six years after child sexual abuse convictions. They
are still to be appealed.
There are now six Cardinals disgraced over child and adult sexual abuse. Does
that accounting offer you any additional hope?
DORIS WAGNER: For me, the jailing of Cardinal Pell is no doubt, is a great
relief as is the proceedings against other Cardinals and high-ranking members of
the Catholic Church because it shows that the atmosphere is changing, and the
public's fear is finally losing their high reverence they always had for the church.
That kind of reverence, it just has to stop because otherwise we will never be
able to make the church responsible for its own deeds.
LINDA MOTTRAM: Doris Wagner, thank you very much for speaking with me
today. I very much appreciate your time.
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The following article highlights the need for more states to initiate this kind of
legislation. Adding clergy to the list of those who need to be held accountable in
the sexual exploitation of adults is very important.

Bill aims to protect public from clergy sexual abuse
https://www.foxbangor.com/news/item/47546-bill-aims-to-protect-public-fromclergy-sexual-abuse
Written by Kelly Mitchell
AUGUSTA, Maine - Some state lawmakers want to make it unlawful for clergy to
coerce a congregant into a sexual act, no matter their age.
A public hearing on the bill Friday brought together survivors of sexual abuse at
the hands of clergy from across the country.
The bill, sponsored by a southern Maine senator, would make it a crime for
religious leaders to exploit a person's emotional dependency by sexually
assaulting them.
"When you look at clergy and their position often times they're seen as
spokespeople for god," said Rev. Ashley Easter, a spokesperson for sexual
abuse survivors and a survivor herself. "There's an extra layer of weight."
She said she supports the bill to protect victims "from a legal standpoint, that it
wasn't okay what happened."
The bill's sponsor could not be reached for comment. But supporters of the bill
said sex abuse happens in all kinds of churches, and affects all ages.
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While children are the most publicized victims, one woman shared her
experience of being taken advantage of when she was more than 40 years old.
"I was at a very vulnerable time in my life when I was really down, and
unfortunately, he took a lot of those things - twisted bible verses," said Kim Rung,
another sex abuse survivor, from Ohio.
Some local groups have come out in opposition to the bill. The state's Criminal
Law Advisory Commission testified that, " ... the current bill's language
referencing 'a position of trust and authority' and 'exploiting emotional
dependency' is simply too ambiguous to support the imposition of a criminal
penalty."
The American Civil Liberties Union of Maine testified the state already provides
the tools for prosecution, saying, "a new felony does not address the culture of
secrecy around sexual abuse: shame, stigmatization, fear of reprisal from those
in power none of these barriers to prosecution or reporting are mitigated by
creating a new crime."
Other legislators off camera said they would want to be careful the bill does not
encourage hearsay.
But for those supporting the bill, they hope its potential passage stops the cycle
of abuse.
"When my abuse happened in the state of Texas, I was 17 years old," said Jules
Woodson, who testified Friday. "There are laws that protect children, 16 and
younger, so I kind of fell in this gray area ... this will make it impossible for
consent to be given because of the power differential."
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Our news team reached out to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland but have
not heard back.
At this time, the bill remains in committee for further work.

 Compendium of information - Educate Yourself 
Page 33

Sexual Exploitation of Adults by Clergy
Spotlighting clergy sexual misconduct against adults in
the Catholic Church, and supporting the victims/survivors
thereof
https://www.catholicmetoo.com/
This year (2017) I turned 60 and am probably drawing close to Erickson’s eighth
stage of life known as ‘integrity v despair’. I am married (30 years) to an
exceptional woman and we have three wonderful and artistic young adult
children. While I do have a deeply spiritual Catholic background, one which I
took very seriously for most of my life, I have also experienced clergy sexual
abuse as a child and an adult within this Church, and have suffered the effects
thereof. I have also reported both, so I know what victims/survivors are going
through. I have now worked through the effects of these experiences as much as
one can, and now want to contribute to helping others in some way, to do so as
well. Hence this website.
As to my current spirituality or belief, something is slowly coming back but it is
very different to what it has always been. In the past I believe that I used religion
and spirituality as the proverbial ‘opiate’, as a way of avoiding my own traumas,
unhappiness and fears. Now, the term ‘God’ only makes sense as a verb,
“LOVE”, but by this I mean deeply mature Love and in all of its human
expressions. For this I have Erich Fromm’s, The Art of Lovingto thank (see:
https://archive.org/details/TheArtOfLoving). I don’t think Fromm perceived God
as I am saying here, I’ve just put the two together. So, when there is no Love,
there is no God. But when one lives in Love, then God lives, too, and can do and
be God.
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When you perceive God in this way, the life of Jesus also makes more sense, as
does the current age in which we live. The effects of sexual abuse by clergy, of
the deep destruction of faith and trust, also oddly makes sense, too, with this
concept of God. In such interaction, God/Love ceases to exist, God/Love is
muffled, blinded, pushed away, hidden, abused, killed even, and in the life of the
victim and the perpetrator. I’m still processing all this.
Possibly because of my involvement in the Charismatic movement as a
teenager, which in its early days (1970s) was ecclesiastically liberal, but which
became more conservative as time went on (and after I left), I no longer belong
to, nor want to belong to any strongly agenda-ed liberal or conservative Catholic
groups: I know that individuals/clerics/lay people from both sides, along with their
own particular systemic cultures, have contributed to this issue and its cover up
in their own way. However, I also believe in the good people from both these
cultures within the Church: They all have valuable and reasonable insights and
contributions to make. Solutions to life’s problems are rarely ‘either/or’, but
rather, ‘both/and’.
My goal now is to work for ‘truth, justice and healing’ for the forgotten
victims/survivors of this more hidden expression of clergy sexual misconduct, but
beginning with, to quote a Morris West character, those who are or have been in
‘the bloodied dust’ rather than from the higher echelons of Church leadership,
who, based on my experience of them, rarely fully/personally grasp such things.
To this end, four years ago, I chose to research this issue based on surveys and
interviews of victims/survivors, and then to write about my findings based on
their experiences. I completed my Master of Justice (Research) degree entitled
“Clerical sexual misconduct involving adults within the Roman Catholic Church”.
My thesis can be sourced here: https://eprints.qut.edu.au/960... .
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I am currently a sessional academic and PhD candidate in the School of Justice,
Faculty of Law, at Queensland University of Technology (QUT). My PhD topic
concerns the reporting (or not) of clergy sexual misconduct against adults within
the Catholic Church and the Church’s responses thereto, again based on the
personal experiences of those involved.
I have written some articles on this issue for Eureka Street magazine which can
be accessed here: https://www.eurekastreet.com.a... ; here:
https://www.eurekastreet.com.a... ; and here: https://www.eurekastreet.com.a... .
Lastly, I need to say that while I am currently a PhD candidate at QUT, this
website has been established as a completely separate and personal venture
and is not in any way connected to QUT.
Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please know that I am still and will
probably always be a relatively vulnerable person because of my past but I am
willing now, and for the sake of others, to step out a little bit more, through this
website, to try to be a positive influence for anyone who wants it.
Too idealistic? Well, that’s me, too. I’m also a ‘devil’s advocate’ so don’t try to
pigeon hole me. You will also notice I, like many a fellow victim/survivor seeking
to be heard, suffer from ‘excessive verbage’ (to quote one of my Master’s
supervisors) and will try to control this now that I have said most of what I have
wanted to, for now.
So let’s get started. As the cliche goes: ‘This is a discussion we so need to
have’.
Stephen de Weger
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https://www.baylor.edu/social_...

Preventing & Responding to Clergy Perpetrated Sexual
Abuse - A Guide to Best Practices
David K. Pooler, Ph.D., LCSW Diana R. Garland School of Social Work / Baylor
University Waco, Texas October 25, 2017
My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will
not despise.
Psalm 51:17
Developed with the support of the Grant Me the Wisdom Foundation
Introduction
In 2015, researchers at the Diana Garland School of Social Work of Baylor
University wanted to learn how churches respond to complaints of clergyperpetrated sexual abuse. We surveyed 280 adult female survivors who had filed
reports of clergy abuse to their churches, and we interviewed 27 of those
survivors in depth. As part of our survey and interviews, we asked survivors to
tell us: 1) What has your church done that has been most helpful to your
healing? 2) What should be included in a best practice guide for churches?
Based on their responses, we developed this guide for preventing and
responding to clergy-perpetrated sexual abuse. We intentionally included
suggestions and ideas from survivors. In fact, most of this guide is directly
distilled from survivors’ answers to our questions.
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We have organized survivors’ suggestions into four key areas: (1) taking steps to
prevent abuse, (2) preparing to respond, (3) helping victims find healing, and (4)
healing the congregation. This guide is not meant to be a “how to” manual. As
church leaders develop policies for their congregations and denominations, they
will need to work within their own ecclesiastical, historical, and cultural contexts.
Critically, they will need to clearly understand the power structure in their
organizations. Survivors interviewed for this study agreed that appropriate power
sharing can help make congregations safer. Thus, many of the best practices are
embedded in a philosophy of shared governance, mutual respect and
conversation between congregants and church leaders.
We hope this guide will help leaders frame the issues they will need to consider
as they develop their policies and practices.
What is Clergy Sexual Abuse?
The following definition is offered: Clergy Sexual Abuse happens when a person
with religious authority uses their role, position, and power to sexually harass,
exploit, or engage in sexual activity with a person in their care.
This can include: sexualizing conversations (including telephone, social media or
email), asking for or transmitting unwanted sexual images/text, touching or
hugging people who do not want to be touched, pushing for sexual involvement,
creating hostility when the person being targeted attempts to set boundaries,
using sexual language and jokes, pressing or rubbing up against a person, or
invading personal space.
The sexual activity can include but is not limited to: touching sexual organs (over
or under clothing), kissing, oral sex, masturbation, intercourse, or rape.
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Clergy Sexual Abuse is about the misuse of power by the perpetrator and the
inability of the victim to provide consent because of that power differential.
Even if an individual nominally agrees to some form of sexual interaction,
contact, or relationship, that agreement DOES NOT constitute consent.
Taking Steps to Prevent Abuse
Acknowledge reality. Clergy sexual abuse can happen anywhere. No
congregation is immune. Your church is not the exception, nor is your current
minister.
Screen leaders carefully. When selecting a minister, check references and ask
hard questions, including specific questions about sexual impropriety. Criminal
background checks should be standard protocol for anyone working with
vulnerable populations.
Ensure accountability. Emphasize that every congregant has a role in keeping
the church safe. Encourage congregants to pay attention and speak up when
they have concerns. The church may also want to consider these measures: •
Installing closed circuit cameras and windows in the doors and walls of offices. •
Hiring on-campus security guards • Developing policies around clergycongregant interactions on and off campus.
Policies should address meetings, social media, and electronic communication. •
Normalizing dissent, so that congregants feel comfortable raising concerns. A
culture of conformity can discourage people from sharing difficult truths.
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Avoid dual relationships. Only trained, licensed counselors should offer pastoral
counseling within a congregation. The senior minister should never attempt to
counsel congregants, as it would create a dual role that a vulnerable congregant
may find difficult to navigate. Pastors may offer care in crisis, but they must know
when to refer congregants with extensive or complex needs.
Educate clergy and church leaders on how to prevent and respond to clergy
sexual abuse. The church may either bring trainers in or send leaders to be
trained. Ideally, the trainers should not be part of church leadership. Training is
available from these and other organizations:
• The Hope of Survivors (www.thehopeofsurvivors.com)
• The Faithtrust Institute (www.faithtrustinstitute.org)
• Darkness to Light (www.d2l.org)
• Keeping Our Sacred Trust (www.keepingoursacredtrust.org)
Educate the congregation. Share from the pulpit, at least once a year, a clear
definition of clergy sexual abuse. Make it clear that the minister or church leader
is always responsible for setting and maintaining appropriate boundaries,
especially with vulnerable congregants, and with those who may seek or
welcome sexual relations with a minister. Consider having a trained lay leader
participate in the presentation.
Encourage a greater sharing of power. Since a shared power structure can help
prevent abuses, we suggest that congregations explore this area. Power sharing
primarily involves two things: a leader who is willing to give congregants
meaningful roles in church governance, and congregants who can use this
power in ways that both support the pastor and provide accountability.
Preparing to Respond
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Invite truth-telling. Make sure the congregation has a clear understanding of
clergy sexual abuse. Let congregants know whom to contact if they believe that
they or others have experienced abuse. Share this information on the church
bulletin board, in worship bulletins or newsletters on a regular basis, and in an
annual pulpit presentation.
Identify a victims’ advocate to receive reports of clergy sexual abuse, or two
advocates (at least one female) in larger congregations. Consider training this
advocate to understand sexual abuse and interpersonal violence more broadly,
equipping them to support and advocate for victims of other kinds of abuse.
Designate a crisis response team of at least three people, including at least one
woman, to respond to congregants in crisis. The team may respond to other
types of crisis such as serious illness or loss, but they should be specifically
equipped to support those who have experienced clergy sexual abuse. This
means:
• Offering immediate support (even if just by being present and listening).
• Believing the victim until clear evidence contradicts their report.
• Focusing on helping the victim feel safe and supported.
To prepare for this role, team members should:
• Seek training to understand the effects of trauma and learn to use traumasensitive language and behaviors.
• Prepare a list of community resources (counselors, crime victim support, etc),
church or denomination resources, and online support resources such as The
Hope of Survivors (www.thehopeofsurvivors.com).
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Designate an abuse investigation team of at least two people, including at least
one woman. In smaller congregations, this may be the same as the crisis
response team.
The team’s role is to:
• Interview all people with care, compassion, and understanding.
• Ask hard and pointed questions if necessary to obtain information.
• Objectively gather facts from the victim, accused offender, and witnesses.
• Make a determination of what happened, using a threshold of preponderance
of evidence. Is there greater than 50% likelihood that abuse occurred? This is
not a court of law, but a caring and thoughtful community of believers who want
to support vulnerable people, hold offenders accountable, keep victims from
further harm, and prevent another offense – in other words, to do justice.
• Document the process and findings.
• Recommend action (remove or discipline the offender, report the offender for
criminal charges, etc).
When considering options, be sure to seek the victim’s opinion. Share the
recommendation with the person(s) who have the power take action, such as
deacons, bishops, church council, or denominational leaders. • Throughout the
process, assist church leaders in communicating with the congregation about the
complaint and the response process.
Helping Victims Find Healing
Believe and a rm the victim.
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This cannot be stated often enough. A skeptical or uncaring first response will
create more trauma. Affirm that the victim has been betrayed by someone they
had a right to trust. Offer resources immediately.Victims need to know where to
find support within the community or through the church denomination.
In addition, they may want to talk with others who have survived clergy sexual
abuse. Share with them the list of community, denomination, and online
resources prepared by the crisis response team (see previous page), and
encourage them to seek as much support as they need. Use trauma-sensitive
language and actions. Learn to recognize the symptoms and impact of trauma,
and work actively to avoid re-traumatizing the victim. Online resources such as
www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-in... may be helpful.
Acknowledge that their journey will be difficult. Let them know that the church
investigation will take time and may be confusing and stressful. Let them know
that church leaders are committed to their healing. Provide an advocate to
support the victim and keep them informed throughout the process. Be sensitive
to gender. If the victim is a woman, always have another woman present in
conversations or meetings. Watch for Stockholm Syndrome. Many victims feel
affection for their offenders and may seek to protect them, or may even try to
take responsibility for the sexual abuse. Be patient and gentle as you help the
victim understand the trauma and betrayal they have endured. “What happened
to you was not your fault.” The victim may need to hear these words many times,
especially if they believe that they consented to or cooperated with the abuse.
Let them know that the minister is always the one responsible for maintaining
safe boundaries with a congregant. Protect the victim from their offender.
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Never attempt to force a meeting between the victim and the accused clergy
member. Never question the victim in the presence of the accused clergy
member. Church leaders should offer appropriate support to the accused
minister, but the victim’s need for healing should have top priority. Don’t silence
the victim. They have a right to talk about what happened to them. Telling their
story – as often as they need to, any way they need to, to anyone they need to
tell – is vital to the process of healing.
Make sure the victim feels welcome to stay in the congregation if they want to.
For many victims, their faith community is their most important source of support.
Communicate clearly and often with the victim. They need to know how the
process works and approximately how long each step will take. Invite their
questions, and answer them as fully as possible.
Involve the victim as much as possible in how the situation will be communicated
with others, what information will be shared, and when communications will take
place. Note that it may not always be possible to heed the victim’s request. Even
if the victim has asked for a secret response, the congregation needs to know
when their minister has been accused of harmful behavior.
Protect the victim’s story and identity, but do not conceal the basic fact that the
church is investigating a serious complaint against a leader. The congregation
has a right to know if their minister has been accused of harmful behavior,
especially since there may be other victims. Know the difference between
confidentiality (which protects the victim) and secrecy (which protects and
enables the abuser). Pay for counseling for the victim and their family, with no
limit on number of sessions or dollars. The victim’s healing is the church’s
foremost responsibility, and this offer is a tangible way to show it.
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Healing the Congregation
All members of the congregation, including other leaders or staff, are secondary
victims of the abuse. They need to know that a leader has been accused of
sexually abusing a member of the congregation, a staff member, or a junior
member of the clergy, that the charges are being investigated, and that the
church will take any necessary action to bring justice and restore safety and
trust.
Don’t mince words: call it abuse. When a minister takes sexual advantage of a
congregant or other person in his or her care, it is not an “affair” or a “moral slip.”
It is an egregious abuse of power that may make it impossible for the offender to
continue in ministry. Help the congregation support the victim. Many congregants
will not know what to do, so they will do nothing. The victim may interpret their
silence as a shunning or a virtual excommunication. When the victim’s identity is
known, encourage congregants to pray and show support. When the victim
remains anonymous, encourage the congregation to pray for the victim’s healing.
Apologize to the congregation. The incident(s) of abuse occurred on someone’s
watch, and the congregation has been wounded. Church leaders or authorities
need to take responsibility for the institutional failure, apologize to the
congregation, and pledge to take the actions needed to prevent another
occurrence. Legal experts may be able to offer guidance on how to do this.
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Is there a "Code of Behavior" for priests? If there isn't one, I
think a strict one should be made.
http://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage_print.asp?
number=315575&language=en
Recently the focus has been on a small percentage of priests sexually abusing
children. I certainly applaud the Church for trying to fix that problem (albeit a little
late). However another problem (that is probably more widespread) that doesn't
get much attention (probably because the media doesn't think it's a big deal) is
when priests engage in inappropriate behavior with adult women (married and
single). There are dioceses that are paying child support to single women who
have given birth to priest's children (Married women who have had such children
can hide the child's true parentage from their spouse.)
When my wife and I lived in another state, over a period of 15 years, in separate
incidences, we had three young priests who each had inappropriate relationships
with a married women. One priest had an inappropriate relationship with one
woman for about 6 months and when she fell in love with him and her marriage
weakened, he moved on to another married woman.
While there wasn't any concrete evidence that any of these relationships had
become sexual, the amount of time (20 - 50 hours a week) that these priests
spent with these women (military husbands stationed elsewhere)caused injury to
their marriages and certainly interfered with the priests' availability to serve the
needs of the parish. One woman did give birth to a child during one of these
relationships but it was assumed by all that the husband was the baby's father
since the husbands would come home for weekend visits about every 6-8
weeks.
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At the time, we had an older, hard working, shy pastor who seemed to have no
idea what was going on. Our pastor thought that his young priests were popular
with all the families and were getting invited to many different homes all the
time.
It was actually quite easy for a priest to hide his whereabouts by going to the
woman's home after doing a legitimate church duty or by just saying he was
invited to a home for dinner. These priests wore beepers so they never had to
leave the phone number of their whereabouts. Our pastor had no idea that these
priests were spending days and late evenings alone with these women. Actually,
most of the parish didn't know what was going on. One priest ended up taking a
leave of absence since he fell in love with the divorced woman he was spending
lots of time with.
Because my wife and I were close friends with the married woman who fell in
love and whose marriage was therefore weakened, we went and talked to the
priest when he started doing this again with another woman (Our family had
seen the two of them driving around town late at night while the priest was
wearing casual clothes.) This priest said that we were accusing him of an affair.
We explained that we weren't accusing him of an affair and our concern was for
his reputation, for this woman's marriage and because our kids had also seen
them and the kids thought they were "on a date". The priest said that in the
cases of both women, he was just helping these women and their kids while their
husbands were gone and the husbands were grateful for the help.
He was sorry that our kids misunderstood the situation and he was sorry that the
first woman's marriage was now in trouble but he didn't feel he was responsible
since he just wanted to be friends. He said it was OK for him to be doing this
again since the second woman is in a more stable marriage.
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(How would he know??? It is VERY difficult to discern the stability of anyone's
marriage. How stable can a marriage be when the husband is away for long
periods of time with the military???) This priest admitted that he spent nearly
every evening at this woman's home and stayed for hours after the kids were in
bed (He usually left around midnight.) He admitted that he spends about 40
hours a week with this woman (both during the day and evening) We explained
that the behavior isn't acceptable even if it isn't sexual because it "looked bad," it
gave the appearance of scandal and it wasn't right for him to be so unavailable
to the rest of our large parish (Our pastor was always having to handle the
"emergencies" that came up because these young priests were always spending
time with their women.) He rationalized the large amount of time spent with this
woman because they are good friends.
I explained tht he only was able to become such "close friends" with this woman
because he had been spending the time with her which actually belonged to the
parish. (So in affect, the close relationship was grown on stolen time although we
didn't use that strong language when talking to him.) We told him that the
relationship was also wrong because it could cause one of the parties involved to
fall in love with the other. And of course, it could become sexual if they were to
succumb to temptation since some sexual tension was bound to exist when they
were spending so much time together and also spending late evenings alone
together in her home.
We explained to him that the reason the first woman fell in love with him was
because their relationship had become like a "fantasy marriage with no problems
or arguments."
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The woman had told us that she loved being with this priest because, unlike her
own husband, this priest never complained about how much money she spent
and this priest never argued with her about her decisions or the kids' behavior
(What husband would compare well with another man who isn't responsible for
his wife's over-spending habits or her other bad decisions?)
We respectfully told him that we knew that he had been putting off other
parishioners invitations by saying that he was "busy with church duties" when he
was really keeping his schedule open so he could spend time with these women.
He had to admit that this was true. This priest told us that the "Vicar of Clergy"
(advisor to priests)had given his blessing for this relationship although we doubt
this vicar had any idea of the amount of time involved (the V.C. and the diocese
was over 150 miles away).
Needless to say, this priest never forgave us for respectfully confronting him on
this issue. Later he told us that the V.C. told him to stay away from us because
we "could hurt his reputation" even though we weren't telling anyone about any
of this!! (I guess the V.C. didn't think this priest's reputation could be hurt by
spending a lot of time alone with a woman!!) From then on, he treated us like we
were invisible and ignored us until we moved out of state.
I think it is time for the nation's bishops to adopt a code of behavior for priests.
That code should include the following restrictions:
1. NO priest should be alone with a child or children without other adults
present.
2. No priest should socialize with a non-relative female without her husband or
other adults present.
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3. NO priest should allow other interests (friends, hobbies, etc) to have
excessive time demands which interfere with his ability to be available to his
parish.
4. A Priest must remember that since he cannot prevent another person from
developing inappropriate feelings for him, he must not allow himself to be in
situations which would encourage such inappropriate feelings. 5. Because of
shared interests, all priests feel closer to some parishioners than others, and
naturally desire spending more time with such people. However, priests must not
allow such friendships to become so time-consuming that either they risk the
development of inappropriate feelings or they are become rarely available for
emergencies or to other parishioners.
Isn't it time for the Church to set up some kind of behavior rules???
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I’ve spent 30 years counseling priests who fall in love.
Here’s what I learned.
https://www.vox.com/2016/4/7/11325336/priests-love-therapy

By Paul Midden Updated Oct 5, 2016, 9:10am EDT
For Catholic priests, love plays a major professional role. They talk endlessly
about the love of God, love for God, God's love of man, love of neighbor, even
love of self, albeit this last one at times disparagingly. The one that lights them
up the most, however, is their love of the priesthood, something every priest I
know feels deeply.
But the actual mechanics of love between two humans — the many powerful and
often conflicted feeling that arise — create problems that are very challenging
and deeply personal. I am a psychologist, and I have spent much of the past
three decades dealing with those kinds of problems.
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The kinds that compel priests' superiors to send them off for treatment at a
facility dedicated to priests. The sample with which I am familiar is biased — it
only includes those priests whose behavior has been called into question, and it
does not include those involved with minors.
I have dealt extensively with men who have been involved with other adults, both
men and women. For the rest, I am sure there are many good men who have
navigated the choppy waters of physical attraction with relative aplomb if not
ease. In fact, I know some. I take them at their word.
In my first few months of counseling priests, I was shocked at the kinds of
mayhem they could cause. I began to wonder why, if so many of them were so
unhappy, they didn't just leave. Over 30 years I learned that the answer is more
complicated than it looks — especially when the source of unhappiness is love.
One of the virtues of being a therapist is witnessing human beings up close, or
as close as intimate conversation allows. And up close to those priests labeled
as "troubled" reveals a sad if complicated story.
Why do men become priests?

Almost uniquely among human occupations, priests cannot marry, as a function
of their vocation; nor can they engage in sexual acts, as proscribed by Catholic
moral teaching. They live in a world unfamiliar to most of us, a world in which
physical attractions and responses are not sought after and celebrated but
instead are forbidden.
Most people would not and do not volunteer to live in such a world, but men who
would be priests do precisely that.
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There are lots of reasons for this: a pious upbringing where priests are revered,
or a desire to serve, to be special, to stand apart from others, to help humanity.
Those are some of the satisfactory reasons. There are other, less benign ones,
which a man contemplating the priesthood may not even himself consciously
recognize at ordination.
People automatically accord priests a kind of deference available to few other
professionals
What are those less benign reasons? Sometimes conflicts over sexual attraction
or orientation, childlike shame over any sexual impulse, even limited ability to
relate to people outside a structured role. And, paradoxically, a powerful desire
for the esteem of others, for affirmation, and, yes, even for love. To be a priest is
to be a leader esteemed and loved by Catholics everywhere. Naturally, he is the
center of parish life.
People automatically accord priests a kind of deference available to few other
professionals. So long as he is functioning in the role, he learns more or less
how to behave. He learns that people attend to his reactions. Is Father frowning?
Is he smiling? Does he approve? This makes for life in a kind of fishbowl where
everyone outside is watching.
Given this, how does a priest manage the components of love — the physical
responses, the emotional reactions, the attractions? How are they supposed to?

How priests nd themselves falling in love
It is true that some priests "fall in love" the way most of us think about that: They
meet someone to whom they are drawn; they get to know them; they get
physical; they get sexual.

 Compendium of information - Educate Yourself 
Page 53

Sexual Exploitation of Adults by Clergy
In the normal (i.e., noncelibate) world, this is usually a happy series of events. In
the celibate world, it may be happy but constrained — by the watchful eyes of
parishioners and superiors, by public expectation, by personal feelings of guilt,
by the lack of a clear path toward commitment.
If this experience leads to a decision to leave the priesthood and marry, as it
often does, there is no psychological problem. It is simply a life choice: a difficult
one, to be sure, but not unlike decisions incumbent upon all of us.
More common is the case of Father D., a successful priest and administrator
who finally revealed ongoing involvements with two women that lasted for more
than a decade. The push to disclose came when he told Woman No. 1 about
Woman No. 2. He was shocked at her (understandably) angry reaction.
That shock enabled him to tell the story of how he got involved, what was going
on with him at the time, and how he allowed it to persist even as his career was
blossoming and exposure became more threatening. This allowed Father D. to
develop a more realistic approach to whatever intimacy needs he had while
remaining within the bounds of a celibate priesthood if he so chose.
This is more typical of what is seen in treatment centers: men who yield to their
passions but are unable or unwilling to leave the priesthood they love and on
which they depend.
Up to the moment it becomes known, it is a balancing act between the
priesthood and a relationship, or series of relationships, which they come to
believe they cannot live without. Is there love involved? Sometimes. But mostly
it's a matter of juggling two incompatible things.
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Curiously, not much attention is paid to handling love and physical attraction in
the long years of priests' training. For the most part, priestly training involves
morality — the dos and don'ts of priestly life. Mostly, as one might imagine, the
don'ts.
The one thing that is imparted informally in training is male camaraderie: team
sports, guys socializing, guy group activities. These seem to be the alternative to
specific love interests. It is not the case, however, that this "alternative" is without
complications. In all this male camaraderie, pair bonding is not unheard of, and
hooking up privately is not unknown.
The real challenge comes after ordination, when the observing eyes of superiors
are far away. Over the past 30 years, the number of priests has been going
down dramatically. Young priests are often sent to parishes alone after minimal
on-the-job training with an older colleague.
This can be heady, exciting, frightening, anxiety-producing, and even
intoxicating. It is also easy in this context to feel lonely, misunderstood, and
powerfully desirous of solace beyond the purely spiritual kind.
It is here that love can bloom more easily. Not the theoretical, theological kind of
love discussed in training, but the actual, sensuous, immediate, and nonintellectualized power trip of falling for someone. The space where moral
imperatives can easily get fuzzy and slip into the background.
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It is common in priest circles to find reasons for things, and there are usually
plenty on offer as to why an ordained priest would forsake his vows and get
involved with a woman (to take the obvious case) or with another man:
frustration, disappointment, loneliness, experiencing one's self as sexual once
the microscope of training has ended — even the freedom a man experiences
being on his own.

Does this happen to every young priest? Not by a long shot. But it does happen.

After all, a priest's parishioners mostly have families to which they return,
primary attachments in the context of which they can bitch and moan and feel
generally safe in so doing. For too many priests, this is just not available.
Why not? The world of the priesthood as I have observed it is, curiously, a male,
even a macho one. Christian values might be called "feminine" (patience,
forbearance, gentleness), but the purveyors of those values are expected to
carry on often intense work in a solitary way with minimal support.
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Bitching? Moaning? Those are for weaker men. It is the job of the priest to be
strong in the midst of others' weakness. His own weakness, sadly, is a private
affair.
And it is precisely this private aspect that makes a priest vulnerable to lapsing
into a relationship. Frankly, it does not take much for a youngish man who has
little actual support, perhaps no sexual experience, and a lot of high-stress work
to respond favorably to the attentions of an interested love object. Confusion
about sexual matters only makes him more vulnerable.
"Once a priest presents himself as a chaste, committed celibate but is
actually sexually active, he has destroyed one of the pillars of his mental
health"
It is easy to feel outrage at a priest who crosses professional or personal
boundaries; the prospect of priests who abuse children is nauseating. Without
excusing any of this behavior, it is not hard to comprehend why men are
vulnerable and why they would seek out what is probably the most potent form of
comfort known to humans: intimacy, in whatever twisted form that might take.
It is possible to be "intimate" in a conversation: two people sharing the details of
their personal lives qualifies. But when basic needs for support, warmth, and
connection are unfulfilled, the impulse toward physicality increases. Everyone
feels a need to be touched and to touch. Usually, such contact begins with an
innocent hug, which then lingers, which then involves a kiss ... not so different in
kind from what many people experience.
What happens when priests act on their attractions
There are important differences between those who seek out physical contact
freely and openly and those who perforce do it on the sly.
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A major one is the guilt and shame about violating values. Also most priests tend
to think in terms of sin, which works against their thinking deeply about what their
behavior means and understanding it more realistically.
Priests often confess lapses over and over again, with little effect on behavior.
How many men have confessed lapses over and over again, only to find
themselves trapped in behavior they barely understand? Many.
The other issue here is violation of integrity. By "integrity" I mean simply being
the person you claim to be. Once a priest presents himself as a chaste,
committed celibate but is actually sexually active, he has destroyed one of the
pillars supporting his mental health.
The significance of this can hardly be underestimated. While it is fashionable
these days in mental health circles to conceive of anxiety as a free-floating
condition, it is often related to such profound violations of personal integrity.
Take the case of Friar F., whose debilitating anxiety earned him a list of powerful
anti-anxiety medications and diverse psychiatric labels until he finally understood
that his habit of frequenting prostitutes corroded his view of himself as a good
priest. Professionally, he was capable; privately, he was torn asunder. He left
treatment drug-free and considerably less anxious.
Piecing his life back together was not an easy process. Through regular
sessions, he developed more realistic ways to manage his anxiety. He gradually
withdrew from a slew of medications, began to see his history in a more realistic
light, and recommitted himself to a sexually abstinent lifestyle, armed with the
practical skills to do so. Therapy enables the freedom to make such a choice; it
is not so concerned about the choice made.
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For some men, when the heady romance begins to fade they may abandon a
relationship; just as often, however, they try to keep juggling. This is sad in any
relationship, but it can be tragic for a priest, whose life, values, and meaning
have been swept away in a torrent of passion that he had perhaps unknowingly
forsworn and the dynamics of which he barely understands.
Does this suggest that priests are as a group naive with respect to emotional
needs and entanglements? Yes, it does. Certainly for that group unable to inhibit
their behavior and face the difficult choice of whether celibacy is actually
possible for them.
The corollary to this naiveté is the often shockingly low level of insight as to how
a priest's behavior impacts the love object. Priests who cross the line tend to be
notably self-absorbed — consumed with their own conflicted feelings — such
that they overlook the sensitivities of the person with whom they are involved.
The thought that a woman (or another man, for that matter) might want
something from them feels alien.
Group therapy is especially helpful in situations such as these. The often
shocked and sometimes angry reactions of peers is often more potent than that
of a single therapist pointing out obvious insensitivities. A door is then opened to
enlarging perspective, reducing self-absorption, and taking into account that all
behavior has consequences. This is the purpose of treatment.
Vulnerability isn't the only problem — some priests truly are sociopaths

The situations I've been describing exclude, of course, those few men among
clerics who are just narcissistic or sociopathic enough to take what they want,
the rules be damned. This category includes the predatory sex offender and/or
the compulsive sex addict.
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Whether driven by compulsion, rage, or unremitting entitlement, such persons,
who exist in any profession, cross boundaries not out of personal need or lack of
support but because they are driven to such behavior by poorly understood
psychological motives. Fortunately, such priests are rare. The most common trap
door to crossing the line sexually has to do with personal vulnerability.
The problem of the celibacy requirement

What can we make of this situation? Would abandoning celibacy for diocesan
priests help? The answer to the second question is: Of course it would. Would it
solve the problem of wayward priests? Of course it wouldn't.
Human weakness cannot simply be eradicated, although measures can be taken
to reduce it significantly. Generally priests already have access to mental health
resources, such as psychotherapy; they also have less formal priest support
groups to which they can turn for help. However, they tend to take advantage of
resources under duress.
We know that education about matters of sexuality and intimacy and how it
actually operates would be helpful. Empowering the laity to collaborate as equal
partners in parish management is also an encouraging trend.
A more challenging development would be to expand priests' knowledge of
human sexuality and intimacy as well as increase their regard for those critical
parts of the human experience. This would require more candid and less
judgmental communication about these aspects of life and would reflect a move
away from the idealized role of the priest as a person without need. That is, after
all, just a facade.
"Curiously, not much attention is paid to handling love and physical attraction in
the long years of priests' training"
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While some efforts have been made in this direction, there is a longstanding
tendency in the Catholic tradition to value sexual abstinence over sexual
relationships, committed or otherwise. Measures that level the field between
priests and parishioners would help bridge the distance between the two,
opening up more options for actual friendship and genuine collaboration.
But such changes call into question a major thrust of Catholic moral teaching,
which emphasizes procreation at the expense of relationship. They would also
impact how local churches are governed, another strong tradition. Reevaluating
these major issues would be a tall order indeed.

Paul Midden, PhD, is the author of Absolution and the retired founding CEO of
the St. Louis Consultation Center, a treatment center committed to providing
psychological and spiritual care for clergy and vowed men and women. After
more than 30 years treating clergy, he founded Wittmann Blair, a publishing
company. Find out more about him on his website.
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How a sexual assault victim's lawsuit set a precedent that
alarmed the Catholic Church
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thesundayedition/the-sunday-edition-for-april-14-20191.5095374/how-a-sexual-assault-victim-s-lawsuit-set-a-precedent-that-alarmedthe-catholic-church-1.5095456
When priests are found guilty of sexual abuse, the Roman Catholic Church
follows a familiar script: offer money to the victim, settle out of court and avoid a
public trial.
Usually, it works.
Rod MacLeod refused to settle.
Instead, he hired Rob Talach, a lawyer based in London, Ont. — known as "the
priest hunter" — and insisted on his day in court.
This legal case is the subject of a film called Prey, which premieres this month at
Hot Docs, Canada's largest documentary film festival.
'He'd start by tickling you'
MacLeod was a 13-year-old student at St. Charles College, an all-boys school in
Sudbury, Ont., when his physical education teacher, a Basilian priest named
William Hodgson Marshall, began to sexually assault him. The attacks continued
for four years.
The school's gym was located down the hall from the showers, and students had
to pass Father Marshall's office en route.
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"That's where he would grab you and pull you in," MacLeod told The Sunday
Edition host Michael Enright.
"He would kind of pin you between his desk and his chair. He would put his leg
up so that it was like an enclosure ... and then he'd start by tickling you and then
very quickly it would be down into the shorts, and so on."
Marshall also regularly pulled students into an empty classroom, locked the door
and assaulted them.
Priest showed up at victim's home
MacLeod said when he learned how to avoid him at school, the priest started to
show up at his home, which his staunch Catholic parents considered an honour.
He would take MacLeod for "driving lessons," then park the car and attack him.

Father William Hodgson Marshall was transferred to different communities, but
remained a teacher. (Border City Pictures)
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"The pattern that is in play in many of these cases is identical," Talach told
Enright. "I've joked before that it must be a night school course at seminary
because many of the perpetrator priests employ the same mechanisms to get at
their victims."
Talach added that developing a relationship with the victim's family offers
predators a "firewall," because parents develop an affinity for the priest that — in
addition to their religious loyalty and faith — stops them from reporting the abuse
to higher authorities.
"And then, of course, there's another firewall, that if it does get to the ears of the
hierarchy of the church, it's a pretty safe bet that they're going to ... simply move
him," said Talach, who has dubbed this "the silent shuffle."
It happened to Marshall, who was transferred to four different communities, but
each time remained a teacher with access to potential victims.
Prey features never-before-seen footage of Talach questioning Marshall during
his deposition, as the priest calmly confesses to four decades of serial sexual
abuse of young boys.
In audio provided by lawyer Rob Talach's office, Talach interrogates Father
Marshall during his 2012 deposition. Marshall admits to sexually touching boys
at most of the schools where he was a teacher, and says he 'imagines' he knew
it was a criminal offence at the time. 1:34
"It was a very surreal moment to sit across from a perpetrator priest," said
Talach, "and to take the priest's confession, in a sense."
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Only about one per cent of cases involving sexual abuse by priests goes to trial,
and MacLeod said the church could have avoided it in his case.
"I could have been persuaded not to go forward if I'd felt there was a contrite
heart, a true sense that they were sorry and something like this would never
happen again," he said.
"But all I got was, here was another corporation that was protecting all of their
assets right to the very letter, dragging things out as much as possible, being
less than forthcoming, being less than helpful. So the more I experienced that,
the more determined I became to see it through."
'There is a cathartic effect to litigation'
Talach said the average amount the church pays its victims is $250,000, "so
these aren't lottery wins."
In MacLeod's case, the church tried to abort the trial midway through with an
offer of $1 million.
He refused.
Talach had warned him the legal proceedings would be long and difficult, but
added that "there is a cathartic effect to litigation beyond the money."
The jury awarded Rod MacLeod almost $2.6 million, including a landmark ruling
for punitive damages of $500,000.
"There really hasn't been a cost to the church other than paying for the spilt milk
in these situations," said Talach.
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"In most of these cases, they're paying cents on the dollar as to what the real life
effect was on the victim. The church in Canada has never had to pay a fine or be
punished and no one has spent a day behind bars, from the hierarchy.
"So when we talk about punitive damages, that's where we start to get that
punishment piece — or penance, to use their language – which is more than due
here."
It's in their DNA to do the wrong thing.- Lawyer Rob Talach
Neither MacLeod nor Talach is surprised the church has appealed this decision.
"I've dealt with them now for 17 years, the Catholic church as a whole, and you
can count on one hand the number of times they've done the right thing," Talach
said. "So, you know, it's in their DNA to do the wrong thing."
MacLeod said he was encouraged at first to hear about the actions Pope Francis
was taking against sexual predators in the church, but became discouraged
again when the Pope announced that forced celibacy for priests would continue.
"You want some outcome that leads to prevention," Talach said. "The allmale celibate priesthood needs to go. You need to be like any other occupation
in this nation: men, women, gay, straight, trans, single, married, blended family.
Just open the doors and fix the problem."
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Priest Giving Absolution to an "accomplice" in Confession
http://canonlawmadeeasy.com/2017/04/06/granting-absolution-to-an-accomplice/
Q: Many young ladies have approached me with this question: they were taught
that a woman who breaks the 6th commandment with a Catholic priest, if she
goes to confession to the priest, that her sins will never be forgiven and that she
will always face problems the rest of her life.
Then they asked, what about the priest? If he goes to confess his sin to his
fellow priests is he forgiven, or does he have to go to the bishop or the pope to
forgive him that sin of the 6th commandment? –Father A.
A: This question comes to us from Africa, where Father A. is engaged in
ministry. Yet it seems a pretty safe bet that it will stump most Catholics
(including many clergy) on other continents as well! Everybody knows that
priests can forgive sins in the sacrament of Penance, but what happens if a
penitent confesses a sexual sin in which the priest himself was involved? This
scenario is nothing new—it has been with us for many centuries, and so it should
surprise no one that canon law addresses the issue specifically. Let’s take a
look, and in the process we’ll see whether or not these young ladies have
identified an inequality in the law.
First and foremost, we should identify the precise sort of situation that we’re
addressing here. At issue is a sexual sin committed between a priest and
another person, male or female. The other person subsequently regrets the sin,
and wants to go to confession and receive absolution. The question is, can
he/she confess the sin to the same priest with whom it was committed?
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Canon 977 is quite clear. It says that the absolution of a partner in a sin against
the Sixth Commandment is invalid, except in danger of death. (When you hear
“Sixth Commandment,” think “sex.” This law applies not only to adultery—sex
with a married woman—but to sexual activity in general.) So if Father John slept
with Mary or with Tom, Father John cannot validly absolve Mary or Tom of this
sin if she/he later comes to his confessional and confesses it. Why not?
Well, one big reason is that if Father John tries to seduce Mary or Tom, he can’t
use the argument that it’s okay, because he’ll just hear her/his confession later,
and nobody else ever needs to know. A more general reason is that this would
constitute an egregious abuse of the sacrament of Penance, and of the priest’s
power to forgive sins in the confessional. If a sex-offender/priest were to
routinely absolve his sexual partners of this sin, it would make a mockery not
only of the sacrament of Penance, but also of the priesthood itself.
If any readers are thinking that this canon must have been promulgated in
response to all the scandals in recent decades regarding clerical sexual abuse…
think again. This law already existed in the 1917 code (which was abrogated
when the current Code of Canon Law took force in 1983), and the 1917 canon
was in turn based on an Apostolic Constitution written by Pope Benedict XIV,
way back in 1741. Entitled Sacramentum Poenitentiae, it didn’t mince words
when it came to this sort of abuse of the confessional:
Let care be taken lest any priests, nefariously abusing the Sacrament of
Penance, offer penitents a wound instead of healing, a stone instead of bread, a
serpent instead of a fish, or poison instead of medicine; but reflecting in their
minds, supervised by Christ the Lord, and appointed as judges of souls, let them
see to it that they administer such a venerable Sacrament with that sanctity
which befits the loftiness and dignity of their office. (SP 1, my translation.)
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So if someone engages in sexual activity with a priest, that priest can’t later give
him/her absolution for this sin. As Benedict XIV observed elsewhere in the same
Apostolic Constitution, in this case it’s as if the priest has no confessional
faculties at all (see “Can All Priests Always Hear Confessions?” for more on how
confessional faculties work). The only exception to this rule is if the priest’s
sexual partner—referred to in the law as an accomplice—is in danger of death.
As was discussed in the post just mentioned, when a Catholic is dying, any
priest can validly and licitly grant him/her absolution, as per canon 986.2.
So, to return to the young ladies who are questioning Father A., we can see that
their understanding of the situation is only partly correct. They believe that if the
accomplice “goes to confession to the priest, that her sins will never be forgiven
and that she will always face problems the rest of her life.” Well, as we’ve just
seen, it’s true that the priest himself can’t forgive that sin, but does the
accomplice have an alternative? Of course: he/she simply needs to confess that
sin to a different priest, who had nothing to do with it! Any other priest on earth,
so long as he has the required confessional faculties, can hear the accomplice’s
confession and grant him/her absolution. Problem solved.
As for the priest who commits a sexual sin, his options are basically the same as
those of the accomplice. Obviously he can’t grant absolution to himself under
any circumstances, so he needs to confess to another priest. The rules about
confession and absolution are, therefore, basically the same for both priest and
accomplice.
There’s a twist, though, which applies only to the priest and not to the
accomplice. If the priest does absolve the accomplice of this sin in the
confessional—invalidly—he incurs excommunication latae sententiae, as per
canon 1378.1.
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(The little understood concept of latae sententiae penalties was discussed at
length in “Have Pro-Abortion Politicians Excommunicated Themselves?”) And
canon 1378.1 adds that the lifting of this excommunication is reserved to the
Apostolic See, so unlike many other excommunicable offenses, the bishop
cannot remit the sanction—only Rome can do that.
(As we saw in “Excommunication and Bad-Mouthing the Pope,” during the recent
Jubilee Year of Mercy, this and several other excommunications that are
normally reserved to the Apostolic See could be remitted by the Pope’s
“Missionaries of Mercy.” But regardless of who has the power to lift the
excommunication, the fact remains that a priest who knowingly attempts to
absolve an accomplice incurs it.)

This is, incidentally, the technical legal reason why a complaint was originally
lodged in the 1990’s against the founder of the Legionaries of Christ, Fr. Marcial
Maciel. As most readers probably know, Maciel was accused of molesting
numerous seminarians under his authority.
At the time the accusations were made, however, the Church’s statute of
limitations on this crime had already expired.
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But Maciel had also told some of his victims that there was nothing sinful about
what they were doing—yet he offered to absolve them anyway. It was a clear
violation of canon 977, and canon 1378.1 obviously applied.
What’s supposed to happen, if the accomplice shows up in the priest’s
confessional one day, and confesses the sin? Let’s say the priest didn’t
volunteer to grant the accomplice absolution, and didn’t know he/she would
come to confession that day—but now, in the course of the actual confession,
the priest recognizes the penitent and understands perfectly which sexual sin(s)
the penitent is confessing. What is the priest supposed to do?
It’s actually very straightforward: he has to refuse to absolve the person (which
he can’t validly do anyway!), and tell him/her to confess the sin to another priest.
Note that the accomplice doesn’t incur excommunication by confessing to the
priest with whom he/she sinned—the potential for excommunication only applies
to the priest. So if the priest correctly tells the accomplice/penitent that he can’t
grant absolution, and that the accomplice has to confess the sin to another
priest, no crime is committed here at all.
At this point it’s worth observing that in the future, once Tom or Mary has already
been absolved of the sexual sin(s) with Father John by a different priest, Tom or
Mary could conceivably confess other sins to Father John, and receive
absolution from him. (You’d have to honestly wonder, though, why Tom or Mary
would knowingly do that. Wouldn’t it be more prudent for a priest and his
erstwhile accomplice to keep their distance?) The issues we have just been
discussing pertain only to the confession of the sexual sin(s) committed with the
priest—and not to other, unrelated sins.
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We can see that the young ladies of Father A.’s parish got it only partly right. It
cannot be said that canon law in this sad scenario is harder on the accomplice
than on the priest. On the contrary, with regard to possible sanctions, the law
can be extremely tough on the priest, while the accomplice faces no sanction at
all! The law is intended to protect the sacrament of Penance from abuse, while
at the same time ensuring that any repentant sinner can, without having to jump
through lots of hoops, obtain the forgiveness he seeks.
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"Why Adult Victims of Clergy Sexual Abuse Are Not To
Blame"
http://www.sitemason.com/files...
By Mark Scheffers M.Div., M.S.W.
Child Trauma Assessment Center, Western Michigan University.
If your pastor sexually abused you after you had become an adult you may ask,
“How can it be that I’m not partly to blame? I was an adult after all. Didn’t I keep
it a secret?” Maybe you were married and you lament, “I broke my marriage
vows.” The evidence seems conclusive: The pastor can’t be the only one who
did wrong. But that conclusion ignores the circumstances. Just as a driver is not
prosecuted for running a red light to get his pregnant wife to the hospital, your
behavior must be considered against the background of how you were being
abused.
There are at least six reasons why you are not to blame for what happened to
you.
1. You had a right to expect your abuser would honor his professional
contract.Your pastor seemed like a friend. Like good friends, good pastors show
interest, care,support, and encouragement for their parishioners. But every
pastor is more than a friend to his congregation members and community. After
all, your pastor was paid to relate to you in a caring way. He (1) was under a
professional contract to provide attention and support to you and other members
of the congregation.
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Whether his contract was written or not, your pastor was employed by the church
with the understanding that he would use his skills and training to benefit
members of the church community. When your pastor initiated sexual contact
with you he broke that contract.You were not responsible for knowing what kind
of behavior was or was not called for in his contract. It was his contract not
yours. Taking advantage of you sexually (even if you approached him sexually)
was never part of that contract. You had a right to expect he would honor the
boundaries inherent in his professional contract.
2. Your idealization of your pastor was normal.You may blame yourself for
misjudging the character of your pastor. “How could I have thought he was so
wise and wonderful? Why didn’t I see what a jerk he is?” Idealizing a person in
authority is normal. Children idealize their parents, students idealize their
teachers, and parishioners idealize their pastors. When we idealize someone we
hope that we will receive the care we need from that person. We also hope that
we will in some ways become like the person we idealize. A student idealizes his
teacher because the teacher helps him learn. He spends the rest of his life living
out the qualities he saw in her.
Church members idealize their pastors in the hope that they will receive
something they need from God through their pastor. They also hope that they will
become what they imagine the pastor to be. Without idealizing others we don’t
become more than we are today. You are not to blame for thinking highly of your
pastor.Idealizing him was normal. He is responsible for failing to live up to even
the most minimum requirements of pastoral integrity.
3. Your abuser’s grooming was incremental and entrapping. When you look
back to the period when you were abused, you probably feel .aghast about how
far things went before they finally stopped.
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“How could I have let it go so far?” The answer lies in the tactic your abuser used
to entrap you. If he had told you upfront what he intended to do, chances are you
would have escaped. But your abuser was not that honest. Rather than offering
you a choice, he proceeded to groom you in away that was incremental and
entrapping. He began tentatively and ambiguously.
He may have given you a hug that pressed lightly on a private place. You noticed
what he had done but didn’t know what to make of it. Thinking the best of him,
you assumed the gesture was a mistake or just your imagination. Already at the
beginning your abuser’s gesture accomplished two things. First, the way he
touched you increased your body’s production of an attachment hormone,
Oxytocin. After the touch, you found yourself thinking of him more than you had
before. Second, his first touch or comment prepared the way for his next more
intrusive gesture.
After he has touched you in a bolder way the second time, you said to yourself,
“If I didn’t want him to do this, why didn’t I say so at the beginning?” If you tell
someone, they will ask. “Why didn’t you object when it began?” If you tell your
abuser you don’t want it, he will say, “You must have wanted itor you would have
said no.” Since he grooms you incrementally he gradually traps you.You are not
to blame for being trapped.
4. Your attachment to your pastor was normal. His intensification of that
attachment was not. Members of a congregation benefit more from their
pastor’s ministry after they have formed an attachment to him. Attachment
describes the emotional connection a person feels for the person who cares for
her. Our first attachments are to our parents. By attaching ourselves to them—
and others later in life—we gain comfort, safety and security.
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Because we know they will always be there for us, we venture out and try things
we haven’t done before. If what we try doesn’t work out, we can return to them to
find comfort and reassurance. As adults, many of our attachments are
reciprocal.
A husband and wife, for example, provide comfort and security to each other.
The pastoral relationship (and other helping relationships) is not reciprocal. Like
our parents,professionals provide comfort and security to congregation members
but cannot legitimately expect the same comfort and security from those they
serve. This does not mean that we treat pastors with callousness or incivility. We
owe them the common courtesy due all persons. Still, a church member’s
responsibility for the pastor differs from the pastor’s responsibility for the
parishioner.
The pastor is employed to provide care for the parishioner; the parishioner is not
paid to provide care for the pastor. In the pastor-parishioner relationship, the
pastor assumes the caregiver’s role while the parishioner forms an attachment to
the caregiver.When your pastor began to abuse you, he used sexual language
and touching to intensify your natural feelings of attachment to him. You may feel
confused by the powerful effect his words and touching had on you. Victims
often describe the effect of their abuser’s pursuit by saying, “It was like I’d been
drugged.”
In a sense you were. Recent research has shown how attachment prompted by
sexual interchange triggers extraordinary levels of a hormone called Oxytocin.
(2) Once excessive amounts of Oxytocin are produced a person experiences a
variety of effects. First, Oxytocin triggers a firm bond or allegiance to the person
whose words and touching prompt the production of the hormone.
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This explains why persons who engage in a one-night stand find later that they
continue to feel an attachment to the person they had sex with.Second, Oxytocin
suppresses ones ordinary sense of wariness or danger. The hormone makes us
set aside precautions we would ordinarily take. Finally, Oxytocin creates a sense
of euphoria similar to that described by those who snort coke.
The effects of Oxytocin serve well in binding us to a mate. Once we have
acquired a mate, most of us do not find ourselves in relationships where the
hormone is reactivated to the degree described here. Using the access he had to
you as your pastor, your abuser induced a heightened sense of attachment and
behavior characteristic of a person madly in love or who had been drugged. Your
abuser is like the person who drops Ecstasy into his date’s drink at a party and
then takes advantage of her. Like people who have been drugged, victims of
sexual abuse are not to be blamed.
5. Your abuser controlled the relationship. Every professional assumes power
over those who come to him for help. Because you trust your doctor as an expert
on medical affairs, what he decides may affect how much pain you experience or
how quickly you recover. The degree of power a pastor has in the lives of his
parishioners exceeds the power other professionals in certain ways. A doctor,
dentist, or a therapist, waits for you to come to him or her.
A pastor, on the other hand, can call a parishioner and set up an appointment.
Most professionals have you come to their office but the pastor may very well
come to your office or home. If you don’t show up for church on a Sunday
morning, he might call or visit you on Monday.Yes, you can leave your pastor if
you don’t approve of him, but you will pay the price of losing connection to your
friends and the church community.
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Your pastor wields knowledge, influence, voice, and visibility. No matter what
position you might have held in the church, your power was less than the
pastor’s by virtue of his position.Because the pastor has more control what
occurred between you and him cannot be consensual. Consent exists only
where both parties have equal power. Although your abuser likely tried to make
you share responsibility for what happened, you did not have the power to
consent to it.
6. You are not to be blamed for being naïve and needy. Like many victims of
abuse, you may blame yourself by saying, “I was so naïve and needy back then.”
Abusing pastors pass the blame for abuse onto their victims by talking about
needy people as snares set for them. Such thinking is as reasonable as blaming
a person for needing food or shelter. Rather than blaming people for their needs,
society provides specialists—teachers, grocers, doctors, and pastors—to meet
our legitimate needs.
You had a right to expect your pastor, as someone schooled to meet needs,
would appropriately meet your needs or refer you to someone else who could.
Even if your pastor had the capacity to do neither, you had a right to expect he
wouldn’t hurt you because you had needs. A pastor who abuses his parishioner
is like the doctor whose patient has an infected appendix. When the doctor
operates he leaves the infected appendix in the patient and damages the
patient’s heart. She is worse off after the surgery not because she’s to blame for
needing the surgery, but because of the doctor’s incompetence. In the same
way, your pastor is guilty of malpractice. Before you blame yourself…Your selfblame may be so deep that reading six reasons not to blame yourself cannot
silence your self-accusation.
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If so, remember that how we think about ourselves is not only a matter of what
happens in our heads. Blaming yourself took shape amid your interactions with
your abuser and other significant people in your life. Letting go of blame will
develop as you interact with persons who appreciate and respect
you. Relationships with those who are blaming reinforce self-blame; relationship
with non-blaming people helps set aside self-blame.
There is no quick fix to self-blame. But overtime and in relationship with people
who care for and honor you, you will find relief from unhealthy self-blame. (1) I
use the masculine noun here because presently a larger percentage of pastors
are male. Research indicates that 10-12 percent of pastors have engaged in
sexual acts with parishioners. 25-35 percent acknowledge sexually inappropriate
behavior with parishioners.
Cf. Joe E. Trull & James E. Carter, Ministerial Ethics: Being a GoodMinister In A
Not-So-Good World (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1993), 81.(2) Cf. “To Sniff
At Danger”, The Boston Globe , January 12,
2006. www.theage.com.au/news/mind-ma..
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http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what-is-excommunication/

What is excommunication?
Excommunication is the Church’s most severe penalty imposed for particularly
grave sins. Through baptism, a person is incorporated into the body of the
Church through which there is a “communication” of spiritual goods. By
committing a particularly grave sin and engaging in activities which cause grave
scandal and fracturWe the body of the Church, that communication ceases, and
the person is deprived of receiving the sacraments and other privileges.
The practice of excommunication arose in the early Church. In his First Letter to
the Corinthians, St. Paul castigated that community for tolerating the practice of
incest– “a man living with his father’s wife” (I Corinthians 5:1). He admonished
the Corinthians for not removing the offender from their midst. St. Paul said, “I
hand him over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be
saved on the day of the Lord” (5:5). St. Paul further warned against associating
with anyone who bears the title “brother” (indicating being a believer and part of
the Church) but who is immoral, covetous, an idolater, an abusive person, a
drunkard, or a thief. He then closed the passage by quoting from the Torah,
“Expel the wicked man from your midst” (Deuteronomy 6:13).
Note, however, that St. Paul also expressed hope. He imposed the sanction
upon the offender “so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord,”
indicating a hope for repentance, conversion, and a readmittance into the
community. (This motive is affirmed also in II Thessalonians 3:15 and II
Corinthians 2:5-11.) Nevertheless, until such time, the obstinate sinner had to be
removed to prevent both the infection of the rest of the believers and the
appearance of condoning such a sinful action.
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Later, excommunication became clearly associated with the Sacrament of
Penance. At this time, the Sacrament of Penance was generally received once.
Seeking forgiveness, serious sinners presented themselves to the bishop, who
assigned them to a class of penitents (ordo paenitentium). The penitents were
liturgically excommunicated from the Church and assigned to perform a
penance, which usually lasted weeks, even months. Once the penance was
completed, the bishop formally lifted the excommunication, absolved the sinners,
and welcomed them back into full communion with the Church. By the seventh
century, the Sacrament of Penance was repeatable and became more as we
know it today, while the idea of excommunication became a severe Church
penalty imposed for only the most serious offenses. Nevertheless, the lifting of
the penalty of excommunication still was linked with the making of a good
sacramental confession and the reception of absolution.
The Code of Canon Law (1983) specifies that an excommunicated person is
forbidden to participate in a ministerial capacity (celebrant, lector, etc.) in the
Sacrifice of the Mass or in any other form of public worship; to celebrate or to
receive the sacraments; to celebrate the sacramentals; to exercise any
ecclesiastical office or ministry; and to issue any act of governance (#1331.1).
An excommunicated person also cannot be received into a public association of
the Christian faithful (#316.1).
On one hand, the penalty of excommunication can be imposed by a proper
authority (ferendae sententiae) or incurred automatically (latae sententiae). A
bishop may directly impose the penalty of excommunication, but only for the
most serious offenses and after giving due warning (#1318). Following the same
rationale of the early Church, this severe penalty intends to correct the individual
and to foster better church discipline (#1317).
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As the shepherd of his diocese, a bishop must protect both the souls of the
faithful from the infection of error and sin, and of those who are jeopardizing their
salvation. The bishop or his delegate may remit the penalty when the sinner has
repented and has sought reconciliation.
On the other hand, a person can also incur automatic excommunication. A
person who is an apostate from the faith, a heretic, or a schismatic (#1364); or
one who procures a successful abortion (#1398) is automatically
excommunicated. In these cases, the local ordinary or a delegated priest can
remit the penalty.
In some very grievous cases, only the Holy See can lift the ban of an automatic
excommunication: if a person desecrates the Blessed Sacrament or uses it for a
sacrilegious purpose (#1367); if a person uses physical force against the Pope
(#1370); if a priest absolves an accomplice in a sin against the Sixth
Commandment (#1378); if a bishop consecrates someone as a bishop without
permission of the Holy Father (#1982); and if a priest directly violates the seal of
confession (#1388).
We must keep in mind that the purpose of excommunication is to shock the
sinner into repentance and conversion. Excommunication is a powerful way of
making a person realize his immortal soul is in jeopardy. Excommunication does
not “lock the door” of the Church to the person forever, but hopes to bring the
person back into communion with the whole Church. Moreover, this penalty
awakens all of the faithful to the severity of these sins and deters them from the
commission of these sins.
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This line of thought is highlighted in the Catechismwhen it speaks of the
automatic excommunication for abortion: “The Church does not thereby intend
to restrict the scope of mercy.Rather, she makes clear the gravity of the crime
committed, the irreparable harm done to the innocent who is put to death, as well
as to the parents and the whole of society” (#2272). In all, while the Church
imposes this severe penalty for just cause, she also remembers, “A heart
contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn” (Psalm 51:19).
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Two Bishops Accused of Sexually Harassing Adults Are
Barred From Priestly Duties

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/12/us/catholic-bishops-sexualharassment.html
Bishop Michael Bransfield served as the highest-ranking Catholic official in West
Virginia until his retirement in September. He was accused of sexual harassment
and financial improprieties. Credit - Dale Sparks/Associated Press .
By Liam Stack March 12, 2019
The archdiocese of Baltimore said on Monday that it had barred two bishops
from performing priestly duties and referred their cases to the Vatican after an
internal investigation into allegations that they had sexually harassed adults,
including one claim that was dismissed by church investigators a decade ago.
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The announcement shined a light on the alleged abuse of adults, an often
overlooked corner of the Catholic Church abuse scandal, and drew parallels to
the downfall of Theodore E. McCarrick, a former cardinal and archbishop of
Washington, who was expelled from the priesthood last month after the church
found him guilty of abusing children and adult seminarians.
“When you have a situation like this, usually there is a power imbalance where
the victim feels compelled to do what the priest is telling them to do,” said David
Lorenz, an abuse survivor and local leader in Maryland with the Survivors
Network of those Abused by Priests. “That was the case with Cardinal McCarrick
and the seminarians.”
One of the men referred to the Vatican, Bishop Michael J. Bransfield, served as
the highest-ranking Catholic official in West Virginia until he retired in September.
While the investigation into him focused on adults, he was implicated in the
sexual abuse of children by a witness in a 2012 trial, according to news media
coverage of the trial. He has long denied that claim.

Bishop Gordon Bennett was accused of sexually harassing a “young adult” in
Jamaica in 2006.Credit Eric Castro
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The investigation lasted five months, included five investigators who were not
priests, and involved interviews with 40 people, Tim Bishop, a spokesman for the
archdiocese, said in an interview. He said the archdiocese would provide no
detail about either man’s accusers or the nature of any financial impropriety.
“The initial scope of the investigation was sexual harassment of adults, then it
turned to talk more about financial improprieties under Bishop Bransfield’s
leadership of the diocese,” Mr. Bishop said. He said in the investigation that “the
archbishop would be likened to a prosecutor” and that “the Holy See will be the
judge and the jury.”
The second man who was barred, Bishop Gordon Bennett, served as an
auxiliary bishop in Baltimore from 1998 to 2004, when he was appointed bishop
of Mandeville, Jamaica. The archdiocese said it received an allegation that he
had sexually harassed a “young adult” in Jamaica in May 2006 and reported it to
the Vatican embassy in Washington.
Bishop Bennett, a Jesuit, resigned from his post in Jamaica in August of that
year. But church investigators cleared him of the allegation in 2009 and the
Congregation for Bishops, in Rome, reinstated him to “limited episcopal ministry
subject to oversight,” according to a statement from the Jesuits West Province.
It said he then worked for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and ran Jesuit retreats
for laypeople for almost a decade. He has not served in public ministry since his
case was reopened in August, and he is now undergoing cancer treatment, the
province said.
Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore led an investigation into allegations of
sexual harassment by two bishops.CreditPatrick Semansky/Associated Press
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Bishop Bennett did not appear on lists of credibly accused priests released in
recent months by either the Maryland Province, where he long worked, or the
Jesuits West Province in Portland, Ore., to which he was administratively
attached.
“That list dealt with men who were credibly accused of sexual abuse of a minor,”
Tracey Primrose, a spokeswoman for the province, said in an email. “He is
accused of sexual harassment of an adult. There’s a big distinction there.”
Mr. Bishop said the penalties that applied to both men meant they could not act
as bishops, could not participate in celebrating Mass and could not perform any
of the Catholic sacraments, which include performing baptisms, confirmations
and marriages.
He said reports on both men had been sent to the Vatican, which could keep the
restrictions put in place by Archbishop Lori, enhance them or take “whatever
action they feel is necessary,” which could include removing them from the
priesthood.
But Mr. Lorenz, the advocate for abuse survivors, criticized the decision by the
church to conduct an internal investigation, even one that included a panel of
laypeople. He pointed out that church officials had known about allegations
against Bishop Bennett for 13 years.
“Here is another case where they are just holding it in, they are doing the
investigation themselves and they have held themselves up to be the judge and
the jury,” Mr. Lorenz said. “On the first accusation they should go to the police
and say, ‘I, a bishop, am not qualified to run a criminal investigation so you
should do it, not me.’”
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The following resources are specific to clergy sexual
misconduct of adults:
https://loriannethompson.com/research-studies/
The Well From Which We Drink is Poisoned: Clergy Sexual Exploitation of Adult
Women
Margaret Kennedy’s thesis submitted in partial fullfillment of the requirements of
PH.D at London Metropolitan University. You must create an account to
download this document. This process is free of charge and well worth your time
and effort.
Stephen de Weger – Researcher of Clergy Sexual Misconduct Involving Adults
Stephen’s goal is to work for ‘truth, justice and healing’ for the forgotten
victims/survivors of this more hidden expression of clergy sexual misconduct, but
beginning with, to quote a Morris West character, those who are or have been in
‘the bloodied dust’ rather than from the higher echelons of Church leadership,
who, based on his experience of them, rarely fully/personally grasp such things.
To this end, four years ago, he chose to research this issue based on surveys
and interviews of victims/survivors, and then to write about his findings based on
their experiences. He completed his Master of Justice (Research) degree
entitled “Clerical sexual misconduct involving adults within the Roman Catholic
Church”. His thesis can be sourced here: https://eprints.qut.edu.au/96038/
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(The Late) Diana Garland, Baylor University – Clergy Sexual Misconduct
Awareness & Prevention
1. More than 3% of women who had attended a congregation in the
past month reported that they had been the object of CSM at some
time in their adult lives;
2. 92% of these sexual advances had been made in secret, not in open
dating relationships; and
3. 67% of the o enders were married to someone else at the time of
the advance.
4. In the average American congregation of 400 persons, with women
representing, on average, 60% of the congregation, there are, on
average of 7 women who have experienced clergy sexual
misconduct.
5. Of the entire sample, 8% report having known about CSM occurring
in a congregation they have attended. Therefore, in the average
American congregation of 400 congregants, there are, on average,
32 persons who have experienced CSM in their community of faith.
The Silent Majority: Adult Victims of Sexual Exploitation by Clergy
“Although clergy of any denomination can sexually exploit children, teens, men,
or women, many experts estimate that over 95% of victims of sexual exploitation
by clergy are adult women.
Adult victims of sexual exploitation by clergy often don’t see themselves as
victims.
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Without wider public awareness of the extent and impacts of this form of sexual
violence, adults who have been sexually victimized by a beloved priest, pa stor,
minister, rabbi or other clergy will remain the “silent majority” of clergy sexual
abuse victims, suffering in their shame and self-isolation.” – Gary Schoener
Clergy Sexual Abuse of Women: A Specialized Form of Trauma By: Kathyrn A.
Flynn
“This study was designed to examine the possibility o f trauma in the lives of
women who were sexually abused by clergy. Interpersonal violence in religious
settings is not easily understood because methodological research issues make
the problem difficult to accurately assess. Anecdotal literature likens clergy
sexual abuse to familial incest. Therefore, the following research question was
considered: Is a trauma model a valid theoretical construct with which to study
women sexually abused by clergy? In what ways is the model informed by clergy
specific factors?”
Clergy Sexual Abuse: A Bibliography of Selected Resources Related to Clergy
Sexual Abuse
A bibliography of related texts.
When Ministers Sin By: Neil & Thea Omerod
The Hope of Survivors
Support groups, hope and healing for victims of pastoral sexual abuse.
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Diane Langberg PH.D.
Practicing psychologist and international speaker working with trauma survivors,
caregivers and clergy around the world. Diane and her collegues deal with
survivors of all types of trauma, inclusing but not limited to child sexual abuse,
sexual violence and clergy sexual misconduct.
Survivor Bloggers (US)
Dee Parsons – The Wartburg Watch
Julie Anne Smith – Spiritual Sounding Board
Amy Smith – Watchkeep
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