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A victim tells her story but is anyone listening?
Kathleen Lisle has told her story.
She traveled to Nashville and sat down with
journalists to speak of things that traumatized her years ago. It was printed in a
premier newspaper in Tennessee. No one is really hearing her though.
Once the
details of the story were written, there was a ho-hum attitude. The diocese says, "We
did what we were supposed to do."
Despite evidence to the contrary, they are not
challenged. The response of the Diocese of Nashville and Bishop Edward U. Kmiec is
quintessential cover-up by the Catholic Church. The twisting of truth is accepted by
the public with a sheep-like docility.
No one demands a complete accounting of facts. No one looks at the obvious holes in
the story given by Kmiec, Connor, and the current diocesan officials of Nashville and
Buffalo.
It is no wonder that victims hesitate to speak.
When they do, they are
swamped and overwhelmed by church officials whose words are never questioned, whose
veracity is never challenged. The obvious discrepancies are never explained.
To add insult to injury, the Diocese of Nashville is promoting Father Patrick Connor
to Monsignor status in the diocese. This is an outrage. Connor, whose place in the
cover-up was integral to its success, received little to no attention in the press
coverage of Kathleen Lisle's abuse. Connor was the hatchet man for Kmiec in getting
away with the diocese's failure to hold Rudisill accountable. But somehow this was
downplayed, and Connor got away with his deceit. How many other pedophile priests
were harbored by the church with the help of priests?
There is a lack of concern in holding the church accountable among the Catholics in
the pews and the public in general.
With no urgency for truth among those giving
donations, the Catholic church officials are able to get away with lies. It is as
simple as that. A third party investigation of the Catholic Church in Tennessee is
the only way to get to the truth. It is time to demand that the Diocese of Nashville
open its secret canonical files and let a third-party investigate them.
Diocesan officials intimated in the recent press coverage of Kathleen Lisle's story
that they might hire an investigator. Who could believe an investigator hired by the
church? Who signs the paycheck? Whose interests would be protected? The only ones
to benefit from an investigation like this would be the diocesan officials who are
guilty of lies to begin with.
No church investigation.
Bring in a third party
investigative team assigned by law enforcement.
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How the Diocese of Buffalo and the Diocese of Nashville
Protect criminal acts of a Bishop
In the early 1950s, an innocent 12-year-old girl was molested by her parish priest at
Christ the King Roman Catholic Church in Nashville, TN. The saga of what this victim
of clergy sexual abuse has gone through from pre-teen to adulthood is as much a crime
as the molestation by the priest as in the early 1950s.
Her story is told below in her own words.
What happened when she came forward in
1994 is re-abuse by the Diocese of Nashville, particularly Bishop Kmiec and his vicar
general Father Patrick Connor as well as diocesan lawyers who rejoiced at not paying
any compensation to Ms. Lisle. Before embarking on that aspect of the abuse it is
important to look at the pedophile himself, Father James A. Rudisill. Some of the
statistics are listed below in the section about his assignments in the Diocese of
Nashville.
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Looking at the Assignments of Father James Arthur Rudisill
Father James Arthur Rudisill.
Born May 16, 1926; ordained May 19, 1951; retired Feb. 10, 1995; died Feb. 8, 2006.
The following information is found in the Official Catholic Directory which is a
public directory for the years indicated.
This is NOT the official list of
assignments found in the personnel file or in the canonical secret archives.
Each
year, the dioceses throughout the United States supply the information to the company
who publishes the OCD. The Diocese of Nashville has this complete information in the
canonical secret files. We present the following from the OCD and request that the
Diocese of Nashville give a complete listing from their secret canonical files.
(I do not have access to the OCD before 1995)
early 1950s after ordination.)
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1963
\1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977

Rudisill was at Christ the King in the

Christ the King Nashville
Christ the King Nashvill
Sacred Heart
Memphis
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg 1962
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
Holy Angels
Dyersburg
St. Rose
Murfreesboro
Newman Club Murfreesboro
St. Rose
Murfreesboro
Newman Club Murfreesboro
Absent on leave
3216 South Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN
Absent on leave:
3216 South Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Chattanooga, TN
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Chattanooga, TN
Peter and Paul, St
Chattanooga
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
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Assignments . . . continued
1978
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
1979
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
1981
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
1982
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
1983
Sts. Peter and Paul
Chattanooga
1984
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1985
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1986
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1987
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1988
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1989
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1990
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1991
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1992
St. Catherine
Columbia, TN
1993
Christ the Redeemer
Centerville, TN
1994
Christ the Redeemer
Centerville, TN
1995
Holy Trinity Church
Hohenwald, TN (Would have started the 1995 assignment
mid year 1994 around the time Kathleen Lisle reported the abuse.)
1996
Retired: 1500 Hampshire Pike, K-8 Columbia, TN 38401 (This is 3 minutes by
car from St. Catherine Church in Columbia, TN where he had been pastor from 1984 to
1992)
1997
Retired: 1500 Hampshire Pike, K-8 Columbia, TN 38401
1998
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
1999
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2000
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2001
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2002
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2003
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2004
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615.
1999
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2000
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2001
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2002
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2003
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
2004
Retired: 3216 S. Waynoka Circle, Memphis, TN 38111-3615
Do not have access to the Official Catholic Directory for 2005 to 2006.
Rudisill died in 2006.
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Letter from Kathleen Lisle to Rudisill in 1994 when she came
forward to the Diocese of Nashville
January 19,1994 Nashville, TN
To: Rev. James Arthur Rudisill
From: Kathleen Lisle
I haven’t had much contact with you in the last fifty-three years, and yet you
affected me every day of my life during that time. I want you to know just what way
you did that to me.
Fifty-three years ago, I was twelve years old and going into the 7th grade at Christ
the King School.
You were an associate pastor then. There is one occasion that
happened that I’m sure you don’t want me to talk about, but I have to now!
One Saturday that summer you asked for me to go to the rectory to help you fold the
Sunday bulletins.
During that time you started touching my hand and getting too
close to me. At first I thought nothing about it. When we finished, you said you
needed to go over to the school. (This was summer time. There would be no one in
the building.) I didn’t know what you had in mind. I just didn’t want to be alone
with you. In the 50’s it was common to hear, “Do whatever Father tells you.”
We
went to the gym and to the closet up on the right side of the stage.
I was
frightened and froze when you got close to me.
Then you began rubbing your body
against me until you “came.”
I remember you saying you needed to clean up this
mess.
Afterwards you started quoting scripture saying “Whosoever causes one of these little
ones to stumble, it would be better for him, with a heavy millstone hung around his
neck and to be cast into the sea.” I wanted to be the one who threw you into the
sea!
Then you told me, “I’m not worried about you telling anyone because I will deny it.”
You said you were taught in seminary to “deny it for the good of the church.” You
then told me I had committed a mortal sin and the least you could do was take me to
your confessor. Then you told me to leave by the side door of the school so no one
would see me.
All of this was so tramatic that I dissociated any emotions from
it. I knew it happened but I had no emotions about it. I remember running home but
I had no one to tell. No one would have believed me.
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A few days later you took me to St.
Mary’s church downtown to Monsignor Charles
Williams for confession. I didn’t know what to say but the priest told me what to
say. To this day I don’t remember what I was told nor do I care to remember!
He said, “When you get older, you may think about this, but try and put it out of
your mind.” That was the sum total of help I was given.
- - - 1964-1994 - - The following are my words:
This truth does not end here. In the years that followed, I finished High School,
Nursing School, was married and move to Virginia. I lived in Staunton, Richmond and
Roanoke. James Rudisill found me in each city and showed up at my home twice! How he
knew where I lived, I don’t know!
I never put a name to what he did to me until I heard a talk about Survivors of Sex
Abuse.
I heard the speaker talk about incest, but I knew that didn’t happened to
me.
Then it was explained that when it’s an authority figure who sexually abuses, the
emotional trauma is the same as for incest! When I heard this all the emotions of
the abuse came back to me and I knew I needed to go into therapy! I had to be able
to talk about what he had done to me. Part of therapy was being able to write my
truth!
I completed this in late 1993. Then I requested the then Bishop of Nashville, Bishop
Edward U. Kmiec, come to Louisville to hear my words.
The bishop and chancellor
Father J. Patrick Connor did come for the meeting at which I also had 6 of my
supporters present.
The Bishop said that Rudisill had told him “My words were
true.”
The following August, I arranged a meeting with Rudisill and the chancelor in
Nashville to personally confront Rudisill. He admitted it was true. At this meeting
his final words to me were, “Why are you trying to ruin my reputation?”
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At this meeting the chancellor said they would help with my therapy expenses. I sent
the documentation.
Their response was that they didn’t understand the therapist's
statement. I tried again with the same results! I never received any assistance from
the Nashville diocese.
I soon left the Catholic Church. I didn’t want to be part
of a church that didn’t care about their own people. Signed: Kathleen Lisle
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Reaction to Kathleen's letter . . .
So often we hear, "Why are these victims just now coming forward?" This woman did
not just come forward today, she reported this in 1994 to Bishop Edward U. Kmiec,
bishop of Nashville, with the then diocesan Vicar General and Chancellor J. Patrick
Connor present. Not only that, she traveled to Nashville to confront her attacker at
a meeting arranged by Connor. Kmiec did not even attend thats meeting nor did the
victim hear from Kmiec personally again.
Connor was the hatchet man for Kmiec, attending the meeting with Lisle and Rudisill.
Connor facilitated the lack of response to Kathleen Lisle and did not step in when
the Diocese failed to help Lisle pay for therapy after it was Connor who promised
that they would do so.
There are enough officials to shoulder the blame for lack of response to this
victim. Then, why are they all getting away with it? Why is no one challenging them
on their "remove from ministry" assertion when there was no removal from ministry
back in 1994. It does not work to use post Boston-2002 language on a 1994. They are
allowing the diocese of Nashville and the diocese of Buffalo get away with lie upon
lie. Expose the lies!
Her story of this crime-upon-crime action by the Catholic church is found at the
HopeChronicles.org
"It's
Not
My
Fault"
project.
Click
the
link
below:
https://10afqfuiq4lj5l2k.vistaprintdigital.com/stories-james-rudisill .
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Buffalo News reports on the actions of Bishop Edward Kmiec in
this clergy sexual abuse case
The
Buffalo
News
published
the
following
article
by
Jay
Tokasz.
You can get to the article by clicking here.
You can also read the article by
scrolling toward the end of this ebook.
A followup article by the News was published in which the Diocese of Buffalo with the
backing of the Diocese of Nashville, TN refuted the claims.
You can read this
article by clicking here. Or you can read the article by scrolling toward the end of
this ebook.
pThe following information should make it quite clear the the Buffalo News and Jay
Tokasz correctly reported about the Kmiec/Rudisill/Nashville debacle.
Kmiec
indeed "mishandled" the Rudisill case and caused further damage to his reputation and
to the reputation of both dioceses: Nashville and Buffalo.
In July 1994 when Kmiec was told by the victim and he himself reported that Rudisill
had confessed to him, Kmiec did the following:
1.

Failed to report to the police.

2. Says he reported to "governmental authorities." Who? Where is the proof? Which
"governmental authority" would fail to act to protect children and teens from this
pedophile?
3. Failed to remove him from ministry for at least 7 months. Maybe not even then.
Longtime parishioners of St. Catherine Church in Columbia, TN, would be able to
remember if Rudisill was ever reported as having been removed from ministry. Did he
represent himself as a priest when he was living 3 minutes away from St. Catherine
Church in 1995-1997?
Was Father Patrick Connor made pastor of St. Catherine's in
order to keep an eye on Rudisill? Is this the safest way to protect children? eas
4. Failed to tell the people of the diocese. Was Father Patrick Connor made pastor
of St. Catherine's in order to keep an eye on Rudisill? Is this the safest way to
protect children? Failing to tell the people was the easy way out for the diocese.
No scandal and, therefore, no loss in the collection basket.
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5. Failed to make the so-called removal of Rudisill appear as anything other than
"retirement."
6. Failed to remove diocesan benefits from Rudisill and allowed him to "retire" in
relative peace, first in Columbia, TN, and then in Memphis.
7. Says that he told Rudisill not to "present himself as a priest" yet the diocese
of Nashville presented him as a priest as late as the 2019 issue of the diocesan
newspaper, the Tennessee Register.
9.
When Rudisill died, the bishop of Nashville and the bishop of Memphis
concelebrated a funeral Mass at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Memphis. Obviously, there was no hesitation by either diocese to acknowledge him as
a priest at his funeral. See the information about his grave stone below.

Refuting the claims of the Diocese of Buffalo made by Lawlor F.
Quinlan, III, diocesan lawyer
Here is a summary of the assertions of Lawlor Quinlan of the diocese of Buffalo as
reported in the Buffalo News.
1.

Kmiec correctly handled the Rudisill abuse complaint in Nashville.

2.

Kmiec removed Rudisill from ministry.

3.

Kmiec forbade Rudisill from presenting himself as a priest.

4.

Kmiec reported to a "governmental authority" about the case.

False statement #1: Kmiec removed Rudisill from ministry
When the victim reported to Bishop of Nashville, Edward Kmiec, in 1994 that she had
been molested by Father James A. Rudisill, it is stated that Kmiec removed Rudisill
from ministry.
The very fact that James A. Rudisill was not laicized (defrocked)
shows that the diocese did not take the victim's claim seriously.
Decades later,
however, they put Rudisill's name on their pedophile list:
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https://www.dioceseofnashville.com/news/diocese-publishes-names-of-priests-accusedof-abusing-minors-1
Kathleen Lisle knew nothing about this publishing until SNAP of Tennessee made her
aware of its existence.
Lisle met with Kmiec and Connor in July 1994.
Rudisill was not removed from
ministry. In fact the OCD below shows his 1995 assignment. Not only did Kmiec NOT
remove Father Rudisill from ministry, he left him as PASTOR of a church in the
diocese of Nashville.
(Remember that no police report was made and no one in the
public in general or the Catholic church specifically was ever told of Rudisill's
crimes.)

The timing of Rudisill's 1994-1995 assignment to Holy Trinity
in Hohenwald
The assignment of Rudisill to Holy Trinity in Hohenwald was an insult to Lisle. In
January 1994, Kathleen sent a certified letter to the Diocese of Nashville. It was
returned to her unopened. She called the diocese and played phone tag with Father
Connor before finally getting in touch with him in late June. A meeting was set for
July 12th.
In the meantime,
The victim of Rudisill told Kmiec of the abuse on July 12. 1994. The 1995 Official
Catholic Directory lists Rudisill as assigned as pastor at Holy Trinity Church in
Hohenwald, TN. Generally, assignments take effect in summer, often June 1 or July
1. Bishop Kmiec told Kathleen Lisle that Rudisill had admitted to him that he had
molested Lisle.
This meeting with Lisle took place on July 12th
Kmiec assigned
Rudisill a pastorate AFTER knowing he was a pedophile, allowed him to serve there as
pastor and then "retire" from there. No removal from ministry. That assertion of
Buffalo and Nashville is false and provably so.
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Rudisill assigned as pastor of Holy Trinity Church AFTER Bishop Edward Kmiec knew
that he was a pedophile.
Rudisill served at least until February 1995 at Holy
Trinity.
On the diocesan link to pedophile priests released 11-2-2018, the
Nashville diocese lists him as retiring February 10, 1995.
Text from the Tennessee Register from the article naming pedophile priests (bold
italics added for emphasis):
Father James Arthur Rudisill. Born May 16, 1926; ordained May 19, 1951; retired Feb.
10, 1995; died Feb. 8, 2008.
His assignments included: assistant pastor of St. Ann Church in Nashville; assistant
pastor of Christ the King Church in Nashville; assistant pastor of Holy Name Church
in Nashville; chaplain of Scouting for Middle Tennessee; chaplain of the Catholic
Business Women’s League in Nashville; assistant pastor at Sacred Heart Church in
Memphis;
youth director for the West Tennessee Deanery; pastor of Holy Angels Church in
Dyersburg; pastor at St. Rose of Lima Church in Murfreesboro; pastor at Notre Dame
Church in Greeneville and its mission in Rogersville; moderator of the Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women for the Chattanooga Deanery; associate pastor and pastor of
Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Chattanooga; chaplain Knights of Columbus Council 610
in Chattanooga; pastor at St. Catherine Church in Columbia; dean of the Southwest
Deanery; pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Hohenwald, Christ the Redeemer Church in
Centerville, and St. Cecilia Church in Waynesboro.
The diocese of Nashville needs to answer what is in their secret canonical files
about Rudisill's assignments after July 1994? What were the terms of his retirement?
Did he continue to get a pension? Did he get his health care and all benefits until
his death in 2006?

Exposing the Lies
Page 12

 Exposing the Lies - Kmiec, Rudisill, and the Cover-up 

False statement #2: Kmiec forbade Rudisill from presenting
himself as a priest
Not only did Rudisill continue to present himself as a priest, the Diocese of
Nashville continued to present him as a priest.
The Official Catholic
Directory
lists Father Rudisill in the "Retired Priests" section as noted below. How could
the diocese of Buffalo and the diocese of Nashville get this so backward?

Assignments from OCD for "retired" Nashville priest, Father
James A. Rudisill
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These are the entries from the OCD from the time Rudisill retired until his death.
He is listed each year under the "retired priests" section with "Rev. Father" as the
mode of address given for him. This was for the years from 1996 on through 2004 (I
do not have access at the moment to 2005 and 2006).
How are we to believe that
Rudisill did not present himself as a priest when the diocese of Nashville itself
continued to present him as a priest each and every year until his death.
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Kmiec did not tell the people about removal of Rudisill from ministry. Look where
Rudisill is listed as living in 1996 and 1997. Just minutes away from St. Catherine
Church where he had been pastor for a number of years. If the people were not told
that Rudisill had been removed from ministry, then he could have easily presented as
a priest with no questions asked by the people who still knew him there. Did Kmiec
have any consideration for the children and teens whom he put in danger?
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OCD listings for 1996 and 1997
1996

Rudisill James A

Retired:

1500 Hampshire Pike, K-8 Columbia, TN

38401

1997

Rudisill James A

Retired:

1500 Hampshire Pike, K-8 Columbia, TN

38401

Both the Buffalo and the Nashville dioceses want us to believe that Rudisill went
straight to Memphis after his so-called removal. The Diocese of Nashville, however,
submitted the following to the OCD
concerning Rudisill's whereabouts in both 1996
and 1997:

This location is 3 minutes by car from St. Catherine Church in Columbia, TN where he
had been pastor from 1984 to 1992. If the diocese had been serious about "removal"
and "not presenting as a priest" would they have allowed Rudisill live 1.9 miles from
St. Catherine's in Columbia, TN (see image to the right)where he had a multi-year
history of serving as pastor?
Were the people warned? No.
This is not a serious
effort to protect children.
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No one was told that Rudisill was removed from ministry. No one told the people at
St. Catherine. I am sure there are parishioners there who would recall this era in
their church's history.
Father Pat Connor was made the new pastor of St. Catherine's in 1996 .. Was he sent
there to watch Rudisill since he was closely involved in the cover-up of Rudisill by
Kmiec? Was this the way the diocese handled a pedophile priest instead of turning
him over to police?
The mandatory reporting laws changed in Tennessee about that
time. Were Kmiec and Connor guilty of failing to report?

False statement #3: Kmiec drove to Louisville, KY, to meet with
the woman and then took action against Rudisill
It is painfully obvious that this is a lie. Kmiec and Connor went to Louisville, KY,
in July 1994 at the victim's request.
Kmiec did not take action because he gave
Father Rudisill a new assignment subsequent to this meeting.
The victim then drove from Louisville to Nashville in early August 1994 to confront
Father Rudisill. Vicar general and chancellor Patrick Connor organized the meeting.
Connor and Rudisill were present at the meeting held in the rectory at the Cathedral
of the Incarnation in Nashville. Bishop Kmiec did not bother to attend. In fact,
the victim said that she never heard from Kmiec again after the meeting in
Louisville.
It was at this meeting that Connor told the victim that the diocese had decided the
Rudisill as not "a risk" of being an abuser again.
False statement #4: Kmiec notified the Diocese of Memphis (where Rudisill was then
living) of the sanctions he had imposed
The OCD clearly shows that Rudisill lived for two years at least in Columbia, TN,
just a few minutes from St. Catherine Church where he had been pastor for a number of
years. See this link for Rudisill's assignments from the OCD:
Therefore, Father Rudisill did not leave Nashville area until sometime around the
time of late 1997-1998.
He is first listed as living in Memphis in the 1998 OCD
listing.
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Therefore, if Kmiec notifed the Diocese of Memphis it must have been around 4 years
AFTER Kmiec did his "sanctions."
The words of Quinllan indicate that it was
immediate. Facts show otherwise.
If the Diocese of Memphis was warned and if they took it seriously, then how did the
following happen?
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Obituaries don't lie! Rudisill always presented himself as a
priest until the day he died
Rudisill's obituary from the Memphis Commercial Appeal also shows his continued
affiliation with the diocese of Nashville and his status as a retired priest.
Rudisill continued to "present himself as a priest."
The Diocese of Nashville
apparently without
REV. JAMES ARTHUR RUDISILL, 79, of Memphis, died Wednesday, February 8, 2006 at St.
Francis Hospital. He was a retired priest from the Nashville Diocese. His Mass will
be at noon Friday at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. There will be a one hour
visitation prior to the Mass at the church. Burial will follow at Calvary Cemetery.
He is survived by a sister, Mary Rudisill of Memphis. Family Funeral Care 901-7618000
(Published in The Commercial Appeal on Feb. 10, 2006)
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Gravestones don't lie

Kmiec supposedly warned the diocese of Memphis about Rudisill. One trip to Calvary
Cemetery in Memphis proves this false.
Rudisill's grave shows dates of birth,
ordination and death as well as the title of "Reverend." He literally went to the
grave representing himself as a priest.
It is impossible to believe Kmiec when he says that he told Rudisill not to present
himself as a priest.
There is clear evidence that Rudisill did not take that
admonition to heart if indeed any admonition was ever given. The public was not
warned. The people in the church were not warned. How many other teen girls could
have been raped by James Rudisill as a result of the negligence of Bishop Kmiec?
Add all of this evidence up and it shows that the Diocese of Buffalo in conjunction
with the Diocese of Nashville is trying to cover up the egregious behavior of Bishop
Kmiec in the handling of this case as well as the continued cover-up by the Diocese
of Nashville of the fact that they did not report either to the police or to the
people.
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Most in-your-face, outrageous action of all time just published
in February 2019

Do you even read your own newspaper?
Do Bishop Spalding and Rick Musacchio read their own paper?
Do they not see that
Rudisill appears in this issue, February 8, 2019 and is "presented as a priest" even
by these two top people of the diocese at this moment?
Mr. Musacchio, you really had nothing to add to Lawlor Quinlan's comments in the
Buffalo News? Did you forget that Rudisill still remained a priest until his dying
day? Could you not have come up with the truth?

Even as late as the February 8, 2019 issue of the Tennessee Register, the Diocese of
Nashville was presenting Rudisill as a priest. See Necrology to the left. Here we
see Rudisill listed as a priest. So Kmiec forbade Rudisill from presenting himself
as a priest but the Diocese of Nashville continues to present him as a priest even
today?
The masthead of the Tennessee Register names Bishop Mark Spalding as Publisher and
Diocesan Communications Director Rick Musacchio as Editor-in-Chief.
It therefore
follows that not only did Kmiec fail in his office as bishop in 1994 but Spalding has
failed as well in 2019.
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This is a huge slap in the face by the Nashville diocese. There is desensitizing
going on here and the Catholic Church continues to try to re-brand these pedophile
priests.
This is another
instance of "good man misunderstood" program going
on
across Tennessee with the two pedophile bishops:
Anthony J. O'Connell, first
bishop of Knoxville and Carroll T. Dozier, first bishop of Memphis.

Information about who was in charge when Rudisill was
reported
Kmiec did not correctly handle the sex abuse complaint against Rudisill. He did not
handle it at all. He says he removed Rudisill from ministry. He did not. He let
him retire according to the diocese in February 1995 after making him pastor of Holy
Trinity Church in Hohenwald, TN the remainder of 1994 and into 1995.
Kmiec
reportedly told Rudisill NOT to present himself as a priest. This did not happen.
Note his grave marker in Calvary Cemetery in Memphis.
In fact the diocese of
Nashville continued to refer to him as a priest even as late as February 8, 2019 in
its diocesan newspaper, The Tennessee Register.
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Kmiec was bishop from 1992 until 2004.
He had all those years of his tenure to
correct the errors regarding Rudisill. He did nothing. He hide Rudisill in plain
sight and did not confront the abuse issue at all. He endangered children, teens and
vulnerable adults. Kmiec's behavior as well as that of Father J. Patrick Connor and
any others who knew of this crime is abhorrent. There is not strong enough language
to condemn what the diocese of Nashville has done to this victim and to others who
may be hidden in Rudisill's secret canonical file. Bishop Spalding, open that file
and report to the people. Bishop Kmiec and Father Connor, admit your guilt in this
cover-up.
The Buffalo News asked Rick Musacchio, Diocesan Communications director, about the
handling of the Rudisill case by Kmiec and Musacchio stated the "he did not know any
additional details." So we are to assume that he agrees with all the mistakes made
by the Diocese of Buffalo in the person of its diocesan lawyer?
The article states that Kmiec did not tell the public at the time that Rudisill was
removed from Ministry or that Rudisill was removed. How are children to be protected
from such irresponsibility. Musacchio had the opportunity to stand up for truth when
Jay Tokasz called to ask if they would like to add anything. Not only did they not
add any of the truth to the story, Musacchio continued the slap-in-the-face of
victims in his own newspaper.
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Retired Bishop Kmiec criticized for not removing accused
priest in Nashville
https://buffalonews.com/2019/02/04/abuse-victims-group-says-retired-buffalo-bishopdidnt-remove-nashville-priest/

Former Buffalo Bishop Edward
Kmiec
served
as
Nashville’s
bishop from 1992 to 2004. (Derek
Gee/News file photo)
By February 4,
2019|Updated February 6, 2019
Retired Buffalo Bishop Edward U.
Kmiec is being criticized for
his handling of a clergy sex
abuse allegation during his time
as
bishop
of
the
Nashville
Diocese.
The Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests of Tennessee said that Kmiec allowed
the Rev. James A. Rudisill to retire as a priest in good standing and remain in
ministry, despite the priest’s alleged admission in 1994 that he had molested a 12year-old girl in the 1950s.
Kmiec was Nashville bishop from 1992 to 2004, and Buffalo bishop from 2004 until his
retirement in 2012. He is now bishop emeritus of Buffalo and resides in the area.
A call to his residence was referred to Buffalo Diocese spokeswoman Kathy Spangler,
who did not comment on the criticism of Kmiec.
The abuse is alleged to have happened in a closet of a Catholic school gymnasium in
Nashville. The accuser is now 77 and lives in Kentucky, said Susan Vance, leader of
SNAP Tennessee
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The woman wrote a brief summary of her experiences on a website maintained by SNAP,
called HopeChronicles.org. She did not identify herself in the essay, in which she
described meeting with Kmiec and the Nashville Diocese chancellor.
Kmiec told her in the 1994 meeting that Rudisill had admitted what he did, the woman
wrote. She later met again with the chancellor and with Rudisill, who made the
admission again and then asked her, "Why are you trying to ruin my reputation?" she
said in the essay.
Kmiec subsequently did not report Rudisill to the authorities and did nothing to
discipline the priest, said Vance.
U.S. Catholic bishops did not adopt until 2002 a policy that called for removal from
ministry of any priests credibly accused of abusing a child. Prior to that, bishops
routinely allowed accused priests to remain active and did not notify law enforcement
authorities.
In Buffalo, Kmiec was among six bishops or auxiliary bishops who allowed the Rev.
Brian M. Hatrick to remain in parishes for decades after a teenage boy complained
Hatrick sexually abused him in the early 1980s. Kmiec, more than two years into his
tenure, quietly removed Hatrick from priestly duties in 2007 without notifying the
public of the accusation against him.
In Nashville, Rudisill retired in 1995 at age 68. It's not known whether he was
forced to retired due to the abuse allegation. Rudisill died in 2008.
The Nashville Diocese in November identified Rudisill on a list of 13 priests who had
been accused of child sexual abuse.
Vance said the list was “incomplete and wholly unsatisfactory.”
The Nashville Diocese’s list included priest’s dates of birth and ordination, their
assignment histories and their dates of dismissal and of death, if applicable. It
does not spell out when abuse is alleged to have occurred.
A single credible abuse allegation was enough for the diocese to put a priest’s name
on the list, said Nashville Diocese spokesman Rick Musacchio.
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“We created the list from reviewing the files we have at the diocese,”
Musacchio. “We have encouraged anyone who knows of abuse to report it.”

said

The woman who accused Rudisill of abusing her said in her essay that the diocese
identifying him as an abuser so long after the abuse was shocking.
“She called me in tears, saying, ‘How could they do this now, after all these years?’
” said Vance, who said she has known the woman for 10 years.
Jay Tokasz – Jay Tokasz is part of the watchdog team at The Buffalo News. He has
spent 25 years in newspapers, writing on a wide range of subjects, from evidencetampering cops to papal elections.
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Buffalo Diocese says Bishop Kmiec correctly handled Nashville
abuse complaint
https://buffalonews.com/2019/02/06/diocese-says-bishop-kmiec-correctly-handled-abusecomplaint-in-nashville/
By Jay Tokasz Updated February 6, 2019
The Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests of Tennessee said this week
that Kmiec allowed the Rev. James A.
Rudisill to retire as a priest in good
standing
and
remain
in
ministry,
despite the priest’s alleged admission
in 1994 that he had molested a 12-yearold girl in the 1950s.
But diocesan attorney Lawlor F. Quinlan
III said that Kmiec did remove Rudisill
from ministry and forbade him from
presenting himself as a priest. A
lawyer for the Nashville Diocese also notified governmental authorities in Tennessee
about the case, Quinlan said in a letter emailed to The News late Tuesday.
"It is unfair and wrong to criticize Bishop Kmiec in this case when he correctly
removed the offender from ministry," said Quinlan.
Quinlan also suggested that The News did not provide the diocese with enough time to
respond to the criticisms of Kmiec.
The News called Kmiec last week Friday and he referred the query to Buffalo Diocese
spokeswoman Kathy Spangler, who provided no comments. The News also asked Rick
Musacchio, spokesman for the Diocese of Nashville, for details about the handling of
the Rudisill case and Musacchio said he did not know any additional details.
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The News published its story online Monday afternoon and in print editions on
Tuesday. No one from the Buffalo Diocese got back to The News to comment until
Quinlan’s letter Tuesday evening.
Kmiec was Nashville bishop from 1992 to 2004 and Buffalo bishop from 2004 until his
retirement in 2012.
SNAP leader Susan Vance also criticized Kmiec for not doing more to make the public
aware of Rudisill when he learned of the abuse and for allowing Rudisill to retire
with his reputation intact. A woman who is now 77 and lives in Kentucky said in an
essay posted on a website maintained by SNAP that she met with Kmiec in 1994 to tell
him of the abuse and that the bishop told her Rudisill had admitted what he did.
Quinlan said that Kmiec drove 175 miles to Louisville, Kentucky to meet with the
woman and then took action against Rudisill.
“After the appropriate protocol was followed, Bishop Kmiec removed the priest from
ministry, forbade him from presenting himself as a priest, and notified the Diocese
of Memphis (where the priest was then living) of the sanctions he had imposed,”
Quinlan said in his letter.
Kmiec did not tell the public at the time that Rudsill was removed from ministry or
why he was removed. Rudisill retired in 1995 at age 68 and died in 2008.
Jay Tokasz – Jay Tokasz is part of the watchdog team at The Buffalo News. He has
spent 25 years in newspapers, writing on a wide range of subjects, from evidencetampering cops to papal elections.
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Article from the Nashville Tennessean
 Article tells the story of Kathleen with sensitivity and clarity. The Diocese of
Nashville has issued statements in this article, however, which are very deceptive.
See the summary at the end of the article.

Why this woman is going public for the rst time about how a
Nashville priest abused her 60 years ago
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2019/04/07/priest-abuse-nashvillejames-arthur-rudisill-kathleen-lisle/3214001002/

Holly Meyer and Anita Wadhwani, Nashville Tennessean
Published 10:00 p.m. CT April 6, 2019 | Updated 10:16 p.m. CT April 6, 2019

Kathleen Lisle speaks out about her experience being abused by a priest in the
Catholic Church when she was 12 years old. Angela Gosnell and Sam Upshaw Jr.,
Nashville Tennessean
Kathleen Lisle cannot forget the summer day a priest at Christ the King Catholic
Church called her childhood home, asking her to help fold bulletins for Mass.
She hesitated to go.
Lisle was 12.
in the 1950s,
the Nashville
sometimes sat

She did not want to be alone with the Rev. James Arthur Rudisill, but,
explaining that to her mother seemed impossible. A frequent guest at
home where she grew up with 10 brothers and five sisters, Rudisill
next to Lisle, rubbing her leg while playing chess.

"He was kind of touchy while we were doing that and then afterwards he said, 'I need
to go over to the school,' " said Lisle, who asked to be identified by her maiden
name. "I was afraid to go, but you heard back then, 'Do whatever father tells you to
do.' So I went.
"He took me over to the gym and up on the stage to the closet on the right hand side
and that’s where he molested me."

Exposing the Lies
Page 30

 Exposing the Lies - Kmiec, Rudisill, and the Cover-up 
It would take Lisle about 40 years to find the courage to report the sexual abuse to
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nashville. Nearly a quarter of a century would pass
before the diocese would make the allegation against Rudisill public.
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Diocese releases names, but critics think it can do better
The Nashville diocese is one of about 60 across the nation to release the names of
accused priests they have long kept secret — in some cases for decades.
The names have rolled out in news releases and newsletters since a grand jury
investigation in August laid out in detail the "horrifying scale" of sexual abuse
perpetrated by 300 priests on more than 1,000 identified victims spanning nearly
eight decades.
Rudisill, who died in 2006, is among the 21 clergy the Nashville diocese has named
since November.
PRIESTS NAMED: Nashville diocese releases names of 13 former priests accused of
sexually abusing minors
OUTSIDE REVIEW: Catholic deacon removed from ministry after calling for independent
investigation of sex abuse allegations
The diocese published the names because of its commitment to transparency,
accountability and pastoral care, said Rick Musacchio, the diocesan spokesman. The
diocese reviewed its files to compile the initial list and has added to it as more
information becomes available from other dioceses and religious orders, he said.
"We will continue to do that," Musacchio said.
But critics of the church, among them abuse survivors, longtime church members and
the Tennessee chapter of the victim advocacy group Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests, say it's not enough.
They have asked for an independent investigation. In at least 18 other states,
attorneys general have begun investigations. In at least four states, dioceses have
opened up their files to independent consultants to conduct a review. Among them:
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In Illinois, the attorney general issued a scathing report that identified more
than 500 clergy who had not been named in the church’s own disclosure of accused
priests. The Illinois diocese had identified 185 clergy with credible sex abuse
allegations against them. The attorney general identified 690.
In an independent review in Arkansas, a consultant found credible sexual abuse
allegations against 17 priests and four members of religious orders — five more
than the Arkansas diocese had found on its own.
The attorney general of New York has announced he would work in tandem with
district attorneys to investigate abuse allegations.
West Virginia’s attorney general is relying on state consumer protection laws to
pursue an investigation.
In Tennessee, Attorney General Herbert Slatery has declined to open an investigation,
saying he lacks the authority. Musacchio said the diocese may consider hiring an
outside reviewer.
Musacchio said the church notified authorities when it released the names of accused
priests but said prosecutors haven’t followed up with the diocese.
Mike Coode, of Nashville, said he thought the priest he says abused him was dead. He
recently found out the former priest is still alive.
Without a full and independent investigation into clergy sex abuse in the Nashville
diocese, and with decades of secrecy by officials, victims and their advocates say
there can never be a full reckoning within the church.
They point to the dismissal from the ministry of a Nashville deacon who is demanding
an independent review and the bumpy rollout of the list of accused priests.
PART OF THE SOLUTION: Mother of a priest abuse victim explains why she works to be a
part of the solution
VICTIM ADVOCATES: SNAP asks priest abuse survivors to share their stories as part of
new It's Not My Fault Project

Exposing the Lies
Page 33

 Exposing the Lies - Kmiec, Rudisill, and the Cover-up 
Initially, the diocese released the names of 13 priests accused of abuse,
misidentifying one priest as deceased and omitting assignments for some of the men.
By March, the number had grown to 21 as more details emerged and the names of clergy
connected to the Nashville diocese appeared on other lists. None are serving in
active ministry.
“If we ever got an investigation, people would come out.”
Susan Vance, a leader with the Tennessee chapter of SNAP
Susan Vance, a leader of the Tennessee chapter of Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests, said more than 100 victims have come forward to her group. The most
recent was a man who contacted Vance in early January, she said.
"If we ever got an investigation, people would come out," Vance said.
A victim comes forward
The sexual abuse occurred the summer before Lisle’s seventh grade year at Christ the
King School, she said. Rudisill, ordained May 19, 1951, would have been in his late
20s and relatively new to the priesthood at the time.
For years, Lisle — now 77 — kept quiet about what happened in the gymnasium closet,
but she never forgot it.
Inside the closet, Rudisill, who was fully clothed, rubbed his penis against Lisle’s
body until he ejaculated, she said.
Kathleen Lisle, 77, was a victim of priest sex abuse when she
was 12.
"I can remember you saying 'I have to clean up this mess,’ ”
Lisle wrote in a letter to Rudisill 40 years later. "You turned
around and unzipped your pants."
Lisle ran , scared.
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"I had no one to tell because he told me nobody was going to believe me and if I did,
he was going to deny it," Lisle said.

(Photo: Sam Upshaw Jr./Courier Journal)
Lisle remembers how Rudisill made her confess the mortal sin he said she had
committed to another priest in the days after he abused her. As a 12-year-old
Catholic girl growing up in the 1950s, Lisle said sex was a foreign idea and she
barely grasped what had happened to her, let alone how to ask God’s forgiveness for
it.
INVESTIGATION
CALLS:
Survivors"
class="redactor-linkify-object"
>https://www.tennessean.com/sto... of priest abuse call for investigation of all
Tennessee dioceses
PUSH BY VICTIMS AND ADVOCATES: Tennessee man pushes to end statute of limitations for
child sex crimes
In the years that followed, Lisle graduated from Nashville’s Catholic school system,
received her nursing degree and got married.
But as her new family moved around for her husband’s job, Rudisill started calling
her. He showed up at her home in Virginia, hundreds of miles away from his
assignments in Tennessee.
Once he came while Lisle, then a night shift nurse at a local hospital, was home
alone.
"He reached over and touched my hand and I pulled away," Lisle said. "He said, 'I'm
holding on to a thread of hope that you care about me.' And all the anger I felt
welled up in me and I thought, 'You’re not going to control me this time.'
"I said, 'You are holding on to a thread of hope that’s not there,' " Lisle said.
Therapy helps victim tell her story
After attending a workshop for victims in the 1990s, Lisle realized she needed help.
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"I felt like I was having a panic attack, and I knew I had to get up and get out of
there," Lisle said. "A counselor stopped me on the way out and asked me if she could
help, and I said, 'I need to start in therapy. I need to be able to tell this story.'
"
With therapy, she felt ready to tell her story.
With help from attorneys, she reached out to
the diocese.
The diocese offered to pay for her counseling
expenses in the 1990s, but Lisle said she grew
frustrated
after
twice
submitting
a
bill
without getting reimbursement.
Kathleen Lisle, 77, was a victim of priest sex
abuse when she was 12. (Photo: Sam Upshaw

Jr./Courier Journal)
Musacchio said the diocese has a process for reimbursement that needs to be followed,
but it is still willing to pay for Lisle’s therapy expenses.
He declined to reveal the number of victims who have come forward or how many have
received financial compensation from the church. According to a November statement,
the diocese and its insurance company have spent about $6.5 million on counseling and
pastoral assistance to victims of abuse since 2002.
Lisle is not one of them, but therapy helped her come forward.
What happened after Lisle reported the abuse?
Lisle reported the abuse to the diocese in 1994.
The Tennessean confirmed Lisle’s account of the interactions that followed with
church officials, her former attorney and a friend present at one of the meetings,
and reviewed contemporaneous notes taken at the meetings and a letter Lisle sent to
the diocese outlining her abuse allegations.
"We responded at the highest level of the dioceses promptly," Musacchio said.
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Bishop Edward Kmiec, the top Catholic leader in Nashville at the time and now bishop
emeritus for the Catholic Diocese of Buffalo in New York, met with Lisle, then forced
Rudisill to retire after he admitted to the allegations against him.
BIG SUPPORT: Tennessee Lt. Gov. Randy McNally backs efforts to remove statute of
limitations for child sex abuse
BISHOP RESPONDS: Nashville Bishop urges Catholics to report abuse in the wake of
Pennsylvania's priest scandal
The July 12, 1994, meeting took place in a room at Our Lady of Peace hospital, where
Lisle worked as a nurse.
"Bishop Kmiec recalls driving 175 miles to meet personally with (the woman making the
complaint) as soon as she was willing to meet with him," Kathy Spangler, spokeswoman
for the Buffalo diocese, said in a statement.
The bishop brought along the Rev. Patrick Connor, then a vicar general and a now
retired priest. Lisle brought along supporters, including her friend Elayne Roose, to
witness the exchange. Roose remembers being at the meeting but not what was said.
"It’d really been hard for her for a long time,” Roose said. “She just asked me to be
with her.”
In that meeting, Kmiec explained that Rudisill had admitted the week before to
sexually abusing Lisle. Kmiec said he was starting the diocesan process to remove him
from ministry, according to Lisle.
The next month Lisle traveled to Nashville to confront Rudisill.
In a meeting in the rectory at the Cathedral of the Incarnation, Lisle sat on one
side of a table with a supporter as she read a letter she had written in therapy to
Rudisill. He sat on the other side. Connor sat next to him.
"You had no right to sexually abuse me. You had no right to lay your guilt on me,”
the letter said. “You had no right to make me feel I was a part of what you did to
me. You had no right!"
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The bishop "recalls removing the priest from ministry, forbidding him from practicing
as a priest, and notifying the Diocese of Memphis (where the priest was then living)
of the sanctions he had imposed," Spangler said.
PRISON: Edward McKeown, former Nashville priest convicted of rape, dies in prison
PROTESTANTS RESPOND: Russell Moore: Pastors
prevention policies and welcome feedback

need

to

talk

about

sexual

abuse

The Nashville diocese also followed the state’s mandatory reporting law and notified
state child welfare officials, Musacchio said.
In the years after his meeting with Lisle, Kmiec would go on to face public scrutiny
over the diocese’s handling of sexual abuse allegations against a different priest.
Edward McKeown in 1999 pleaded guilty
neighborhood over a three-year period.
McKeown left the
lawsuit by two of
hear children’s
December, McKeown

to

abusing

a

12-year-old

boy

in

his

priesthood before Kmiec became Nashville’s bishop in 1992, but a
his victims alleged the priest was allowed to teach youth classes,
confessions and participate in sleepovers with children. In
died in prison of natural causes while serving a 25-year sentence.

Retirement as means of removal
Meanwhile, Rudisill was allowed to retire with benefits.
In the mid-1990s, retirement was an expeditious way to remove Rudisill from active
ministry, Musacchio said.
Today, the Catholic Church has an explicit process in place for those accused of
sexually abusing children and a zero-tolerance policy for such cases, he said. Those
changes came in the wake of the explosive clergy sex abuse scandal that unfolded in
2002 in the Archdiocese of Boston and beyond.
Rudisill, who served in parishes across the state, was in poor health at the time.
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The diocese lists Rudisill’s retirement date as Feb. 10, 1995 — nearly seven months
after Kmiec’s meeting with Lisle. He died nearly a dozen years later at 79.
Musacchio could not explain the gap between the meeting and Rudisill's retirement or
whether Rudisill had access to children during that time.
"The report that came forward in the ‘90s is the only allegation of abuse we have,
even an inkling, in regards to Rudisill," Musacchio said.
Victim wants to help others come forward
In 2018, the diocese alerted law enforcement before releasing the names of priests
accused of abuse, but it did not notify Lisle or other victims.
Musacchio said that, in the past, some victims have asked not to be contacted.
After her initial shock, Lisle said she was glad the diocese had named Rudisill.
Now, she is sharing her story publicly for the first time as encouragement for other
victims.
"It’s going to help somebody to come forward and be able to speak what happened to
them," Lisle said.
Lisle is a retired nurse living in Kentucky. She is married to a former priest. She
is a still a Christian today, but now attends a Presbyterian Church (USA) in
Louisville.
Her Catholic faith remained a major part of her life up until the meetings with the
Nashville diocese in 1994.
"I decided that I couldn’t be a part of a church that didn’t care about their own
people," Lisle said. "And I left."

Reach Holly Meyer
@HollyAMeyer.

at

hmeyer@tennessean.com

or

Exposing the Lies
Page 39

615-259-8241

and

on

Twitter

 Exposing the Lies - Kmiec, Rudisill, and the Cover-up 
Reach Anita Wadhwani at awadhwani@tennessean.com or 615-259-8092 and on Twitter
@AnitaWadhwani

Article from the Louisville Courier
 This article is almost the same as the article from the Tennessean but has some
Kentucky links and references that are pertinent.

'You had no right': Louisville woman goes public about how a
priest abused her 60 years ago
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/religion/2019/04/06/catholic-church-sexabuse-victim-goes-public-after-60-years/3392250002/
Kathleen Lisle cannot forget the summer day a priest at Christ the King Catholic
Church called her childhood home, asking her to help fold bulletins for Mass.
She hesitated to go.
Lisle was 12.
in the 1950s,
the Nashville
sometimes sat

She did not want to be alone with the Rev. James Arthur Rudisill, but,
explaining that to her mother seemed impossible. A frequent guest at
home where she grew up with 10 brothers and five sisters, Rudisill
next to Lisle, rubbing her leg while playing chess.

###p
"He was kind of touchy while we were doing that and then afterwards he said, 'I need
to go over to the school,' " said Lisle, who asked to be identified by her maiden
name. "I was afraid to go, but you heard back then, 'Do whatever father tells you to
do.' So I went.
"He took me over to the gym and up on the stage to the closet on the right-hand side
and that’s where he molested me."
It would take Lisle, who is a retired nurse living in Louisville, about 40 years to
find the courage to report the sexual abuse to the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Nashville.
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Nearly a quarter of a century would pass before the diocese would make the allegation
against Rudisill public.
Kathleen Lisle, 77, was a victim of priest sex abuse when she was 12 years old in
Nashville. March 15, 2019 (Photo: Sam Upshaw Jr./Courier Journal)
Previously:
Rudisill, who died in 2006, is among the 21 clergy the
Nashville diocese has named since November.
The diocese published the names because of its
commitment to transparency, accountability and pastoral
care, said Rick Musacchio, the diocesan spokesman. The
diocese reviewed its files to compile the initial list
and has added to it as more information becomes
available from other dioceses and religious orders, he
said.
"We will continue to do that," Musacchio said.
But critics of the church, among them abuse survivors,
longtime church members and the Tennessee chapter of
the victim advocacy group Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, say it's not
enough.
Read more: Here is the list of Louisville priests accused of sexual abuse
They have asked for an independent investigation. In at least 18 other states,
attorneys general have begun investigations. In at least four states, dioceses have
opened up their files to independent consultants to conduct a review. Among them:

Exposing the Lies
Page 41

 Exposing the Lies - Kmiec, Rudisill, and the Cover-up 
In Illinois, the attorney general issued a scathing report that identified more
than 500 clergy who had not been named in the church’s own disclosure of accused
priests. The Illinois diocese had identified 185 clergy with credible sex abuse
allegations against them. The attorney general identified 690.
In an independent review in Arkansas, a consultant found credible sexual abuse
allegations against 17 priests and four members of religious orders — five more
than the Arkansas diocese had found on its own.
The attorney general of New York has announced he would work in tandem with
district attorneys to investigate abuse allegations.
West Virginia’s attorney general is relying on state consumer protection laws to
pursue an investigation.
The archdiocese in February released a report ordered by its Sexual Abuse Review
Board with the names of 48 priests and members of religious orders credibly accused
of child abuse dating back 70 years.
Kentucky Attorney General Andy Beshear is backing an attempt to ask the state Supreme
Court to call a grand jury to investigate Kentucky's Catholic dioceses.
Two Kentucky lawmakers say they will introduce legislation that would enable a
sweeping statewide investigation of the Catholic Church. Louisville Courier Journal
In Tennessee, Attorney General Herbert Slatery has declined to open an investigation,
saying he lacks the authority. Musacchio said the diocese may consider hiring an
outside reviewer.
Musacchio said the church notified authorities when it released the names of accused
priests but said prosecutors haven’t followed up with the diocese.
Without a full and independent investigation into clergy sex abuse in the Nashville
diocese, and with decades of secrecy by officials, victims and their advocates say
there can never be a full reckoning within the church.
They point to the dismissal from the ministry of a Nashville deacon who is demanding
an independent review and the bumpy rollout of the list of accused priests.
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Initially, the diocese released the names of 13 priests accused of abuse,
misidentifying one priest as deceased and omitting assignments for some of the men.
By March, the number had grown to 21 as more details emerged and the names of clergy
connected to the Nashville diocese appeared on other lists. None are serving in
active ministry.
Susan Vance, a leader of the Tennessee chapter of Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests, said more than 100 victims have come forward to her group. The most
recent was a man who contacted Vance in early January, she said.
"If we ever got an investigation, people would come out," Vance said.
Editorial: Kentucky must investigate Catholic church sex abuse
The sexual abuse occurred the summer before Lisle’s seventh grade year at Christ the
King School, she said. Rudisill, ordained May 19, 1951, would have been in his late
20s and relatively new to the priesthood at the time.
For years, Lisle — now 77 — kept quiet about what happened in the gymnasium closet,
but she never forgot it.
Inside the closet, Rudisill, who was fully clothed, rubbed his penis against Lisle’s
body until he ejaculated, she said.
"I can remember you saying 'I have to clean up this mess,’ ” Lisle wrote in a letter
to Rudisill 40 years later. "You turned around and unzipped your pants."
Lisle ran home, scared.
"I had no one to tell because he told me nobody was going to believe me and if I did,
he was going to deny it," Lisle said.
Lisle remembers how Rudisill made her confess the mortal sin he said she had
committed to another priest in the days after he abused her. As a 12-year-old
Catholic girl growing up in the 1950s, Lisle said sex was a foreign idea and she
barely grasped what had happened to her, let alone how to ask God’s forgiveness for
it.
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In the years that followed, Lisle graduated from Nashville’s Catholic school system,
received her nursing degree and got married.
But as her new family moved around for her husband’s job, Rudisill started calling
her. He showed up at her home in Virginia, hundreds of miles away from his
assignments in Tennessee.
Once he came while Lisle, then a night shift nurse at a local hospital, was home
alone.
"He reached over and touched my hand and I pulled away," Lisle said. "He said, 'I'm
holding on to a thread of hope that you care about me.' And all the anger I felt
welled up in me and I thought, 'You’re not going to control me this time.'
"I said, 'You are holding on to a thread of hope that’s not there,' " Lisle said.
See also: Second counselor at Catholic school will lose job over same-sex marriage
Therapy helps victim tell her story
"I felt like I was having a panic attack, and I knew I had to get up and get out of
there," Lisle said. "A counselor stopped me on the way out and asked me if she could
help, and I said, 'I need to start in therapy. I need to be able to tell this story.'
"
With therapy, she felt ready to tell her story. With help from attorneys, she reached
out to the diocese.
The diocese offered to pay for her counseling expenses in the 1990s, but Lisle said
she grew frustrated after twice submitting a bill without getting reimbursement.
Musacchio said the diocese has a process for reimbursement that needs to be followed,
but it is still willing to pay for Lisle’s therapy expenses.
He declined to reveal the number of victims who have come forward or how many have
received financial compensation from the church. According to a November statement,
the diocese and its insurance company have spent about $6.5 million on counseling and
pastoral assistance to victims of abuse since 2002.
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Lisle is not one of them, but therapy helped her come forward.
What happened after Lisle reported the abuse?
Lisle reported the abuse to the diocese in 1994.
The Tennessean, part of the USA TODAY network, confirmed Lisle’s account of the
interactions that followed with church officials, her former attorney and a friend
present at one of the meetings, and reviewed contemporaneous notes taken at the
meetings and a letter Lisle sent to the diocese outlining her abuse allegations.
"We responded at the highest level of the dioceses promptly," Musacchio said.
Bishop Edward Kmiec, the top Catholic leader in Nashville at the time and now bishop
emeritus for the Catholic Diocese of Buffalo in New York, met with Lisle, then forced
Rudisill to retire after he admitted to the allegations against him.
The July 12, 1994, meeting took place in a room at Our Lady of Peace hospital in
Louisville, where Lisle worked as a nurse.
"Bishop Kmiec recalls driving 175 miles to meet personally with (the woman making the
complaint) as soon as she was willing to meet with him," Kathy Spangler, spokeswoman
for the Buffalo diocese, said in a statement.
The bishop brought along the Rev. Patrick Connor, then a vicar general and a now
retired priest. Lisle brought along supporters, including her friend Elayne Roose, to
witness the exchange. Roose remembers being at the meeting but not what was said.
"It’d really been hard for her for a long time,” Roose said. “She just asked me to be
with her.”
In that meeting, Kmiec explained that Rudisill had admitted the week before to
sexually abusing Lisle. Kmiec said he was starting the diocesan process to remove him
from ministry, according to Lisle.
Louisville headlines: LMPD handcuffed a black teen for a wide turn, then told him to
'quit with the attitude'
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The next month Lisle traveled to Nashville to confront Rudisill.
In a meeting in the rectory at the Cathedral of the Incarnation, Lisle sat on one
side of a table with a supporter as she read a letter she had written in therapy to
Rudisill. He sat on the other side. Connor sat next to him.
"You had no right to sexually abuse me. You had no right to lay your guilt on me,”
the letter said. “You had no right to make me feel I was a part of what you did to
me. You had no right!"
The bishop "recalls removing the priest from ministry, forbidding him from practicing
as a priest, and notifying the Diocese of Memphis (where the priest was then living)
of the sanctions he had imposed," Spangler said.
The Nashville diocese also followed the state’s mandatory reporting law and notified
state child welfare officials, Musacchio said.
In the years after his meeting with Lisle, Kmiec would go on to face public scrutiny
over the diocese’s handling of sexual abuse allegations against a different priest.
Edward McKeown in 1999 pleaded guilty
neighborhood over a three-year period.
McKeown left the
lawsuit by two of
hear children’s
December, McKeown

to

abusing

a

12-year-old

boy

in

his

priesthood before Kmiec became Nashville’s bishop in 1992, but a
his victims alleged the priest was allowed to teach youth classes,
confessions and participate in sleepovers with children. In
died in prison of natural causes while serving a 25-year sentence.

See also: Kentucky Southern Baptist leaders among hundreds accused of sex abuse
Retirement as means of removal
Meanwhile, Rudisill was allowed to retire with benefits.
In the mid-1990s, retirement was an expeditious way to remove Rudisill from active
ministry, Musacchio said.
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Today, the Catholic Church has an explicit process in place for those accused of
sexually abusing children and a zero-tolerance policy for such cases, he said. Those
changes came in the wake of the explosive clergy sex abuse scandal that unfolded in
2002 in the Archdiocese of Boston and beyond.
Rudisill, who served in parishes across the state, was in poor health at the time.
The diocese lists Rudisill’s retirement date as Feb. 10, 1995 — nearly seven months
after Kmiec’s meeting with Lisle. He died nearly a dozen years later at 79.
Musacchio could not explain the gap between the meeting and Rudisill's retirement or
whether Rudisill had access to children during that time.
"The report that came forward in the ‘90s is the only allegation of abuse we have,
even an inkling, in regards to Rudisill," Musacchio said.
See also: Father Ed Bradley, Rick Pitino's former team chaplain, suspended after sex
abuse claim
Victim wants to help others come forward
In 2018, the diocese alerted law enforcement before releasing the names of priests
accused of abuse, but it did not notify Lisle or other victims.
Musacchio said that, in the past, some victims have asked not to be contacted.
Now, she is sharing her story publicly for the first time as encouragement for other
victims.
"It’s going to help somebody to come forward and be able to speak what happened to
them," Lisle said.
She is married to a former priest. She is a still a Christian today, but now attends
Central Presbyterian Church.
Her Catholic faith remained a major part of her life up until the meetings with the
Nashville diocese in 1994.
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"I decided that I couldn’t be a part of a church that didn’t care about their own
people," Lisle said. "And I left."
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